——OP9s FF 7 w_—_ 


THE 


WAY TO 
IMMORTALITY: 


O R, 
Happineſſe.. in ber Perfection, 


— —— i. 


med... 


I — ——_— —— 
— 


A Perſpetive View of Erxzx.. 
NI T18, and Mirror of F 8- 
LICqITI 8. | 


Princed at London, 163 5. 


em,” —— 
. 


WA W// Zh 4 


O/ 


( Hnnrles A 


F4 i 


- 


4-— a . 
* E 


5 OT WD ; 
THE MOST ILLV: 


STRIOVS RIGHT HONO- 
 rable, and truely Noble Lord, 


| WILLIAM Lord Maywnarp, 
Baron of Eftaynes and 1V/ wchlow 


R1caT ILLvsTRtovs AND 
Woxrulity Honovanpd Loxo, 


May it Pleaſe your Honor. 
F=_He purity of this ofiring ſecking an 
| F= IIAltar inthe world Conſccrated ons 
Wl JS Þ| ly to Yerive, Pardon meif I have 
@8j| bcene forcicito preſent it to your 
B=(21 Honour, Since you are an 4/tar, or 
era Tewple, where all ycreucs mecte and all 
perfeions arc adored in2degracof Glory and 


- Admiration.. And indeed I could not more me= 


—_ ſecuer 


CE 


ſeemes that Heaven hath guided my pen 1a this 
acrempt for to tender you by this preſent that 
which wasalrcady due to your Merits, and if 
you wonder thatT ſhould chooſe you our from 
our whole Nobility,to render you this reſpect of | 
Homage.and ſervitude co your Honour, The 
"reaſon why I docitis more pleaſant and? fairer 
then Curious, foraſmuch as the Queene of the 
Amazones andthe Divine Plato have wandred far 
behald mcercly the thadow of Yalowr and 1iſe- 
dome. Vndcr the nameol A/cxanJer and of Socra- 
res, Can'T not be touched with this Laudable 
defirero ſhew the World that I admire it really 
in you both in Soule and Body, for all do know 
chat you are ſucha Lord as Alexanter would: _ 
have beence for a Monarch, Imeane conquerour 
of a new World, Since that you conquer the glo- 
ry of this, but onely for the love of the other,and 
that you are not onely one of the wiſe of Greecr, 
bur onc of the wiſeſt of this World, as having 
beene honourably educated in true Honours - 
Schoole, whence ir comes that you ſo abound 
in N-blen:fſe and Humility ; Your greatneſle be- 
ing ſo perfe@, that after you have vanquilht | 
your cncnmies, for your lalt /i&ory, you rryumph 
over your ſ{c/te, Who would nor bec curious 
{molt illuftrious Lord } re fee another Az/as 


bearing the heaven of che Empire pon his 


GW _- 
SI) - oo 


 hoſders, I ſtrive that ſucceeding Ages may 
know,l hayc erected this in Honor of you, who 
arcas loyall a friend to7ertye, aga fatall foe to 
Vice, I meane, an Altar of Eternity unto your 
Immortall praiſes, ro the end that my Mules 
 alhes may 'nor bluſh with (hame in the Grave, 
; fordoprivingyour illuſtrious Lordfhip (who is 
” this Agcs honor) of a Tribute fo juſt, and of an 
"Homage ſo necefiary as this is; Nor do I ſet forth 
_ theſe truths for to praiſe you (my Lord) your 

Throneis clevated ypon another 0/ympus, where 
no Winde of Flatterers can reach unto, For al- 
{ though Lthould fay,that you are the beſt Lord 

.thatever was, yet it would notbe a full cxpreſſi- 
1| ..oenof your Goodneſſe, beeaule that you have 
* Heayenly Guiftscxtraotdinary,that excceds Na- 

tare : to compareyou to all the Lords together 

that weto illuſtrious, I ſhould feare to offend 

their memoricsby an exceſle of flattery,for none 

is ignorant how that you” have putchaſt more 

Crownes then theirambitions could with : and 
{ moreover, their Trophees were but of Lawrell, ' 
| Wholcaſhresare meerely imaginary. But your 
| Glorious Honour, having alwayes had faire E- 
| rernity for object, the ſame Erervity ſhall bee its 
|  bouuds and limits. To match you unto your 
felte, I hould feare yerto offend you, becauſe I 
 thouldbeforced by the Compariſon to repre- 


ſent 
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{cnt uuto my ſelfe an objedt to reſemble youin | 


all chings, and [cannot haveany other but jm- 
petfect idea's, fincethat the brightneſle of your 
perfcCtions, will rather dazle mine eycs, ' them 


enlighten them. Whar ſhall I ſay then'meſt No- X 
dlc Lord) ro begin to ſpeake of the leaſt of your 
Noble qualities, it every one of them bee a De- - | 


dale of Admiration, where I ſhould enrcr into a 
Laborinth by the contemplating and publiſhing 
of your vertues*” they are {o rare and Divine, 


'" char the acureft Wirs bee ſo farre from putting 
\dete 


leaſt 7deathereof : And from the comtinuall ad- 
mWirtation that I am in, beleceving how bleſt you 
arc, and not knowing names fir for thoſe great 
pray ſes due unto you, I will praiſe the reſolu- 


tion I hayctakento carry along with meto my 


crave, the Honourable and jult izle, of 


4. 


Your Honours bumbly devoted 


eonfajoned Admirer, and 


Honourey of your Vertues: , 
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hem in practice,that they cannot conceiverhe | 
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THE FIRST CHAPTER 
Containing an Introduttion to the enſuing Diſcourſe. 


Here is nothing can fully 
YI ſatisfie the mind of Man 
but that which is aboue 
man,all the treaſures and 
riches vnder Heaven can- 


| onable obje&t for the 
2) xj loulc. For that which 
| muſt terminate the de- 

fires of ſo excellent and 
* divine a nature , muſt bee 
ofa correſpondent & hike condition with it,thart is,in- 
finite and. immortall. Now no ſublunary bleſſings ex- 
tend thus farre: All worldly hae , and carthly 
delights haue their changes , and have their death, 
They are ſhort in their continuance, and vacomtorta- 
ble in their end. For they leaue vs, when we leaue the 
world, and they nothing availe vs in the day of triall, 
when our bodies ſhall deſcend into the flimie vally,& 


Our ſoules returne to Godthat gaue them,then all the 
| ; A choiceſt 


= 


Feciſti nos ad 
re domine , & 
inquietum eſt 
cor noſtrum 
donec requi- 
eſcatin re. 
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choiceſt comforts of this life glide away from vs as 
the ſtreame,and the ſunne of qur ioy will fer for ever. 

Our beautie wherein wee hane ſo much prided our | 
{Ciucs, ſhall ruxne into-rowenneſſe, our mirth into- | 
vwormewood, our glory-into duſt, Now if this be the 
condition,it fuchthe ſtate of ourbeſt pleaſing conten- 

tations here below, how vndiſcreetly,improuident of* | 
our ſoules.welfare ſhould we be,to bound our affei-. | 
ons.onthethings of this world, what a madnefle be- | 
yondadmiration,were itinvs,totrifle out our time,to | 
waſte and weare out our moitpretious daies inthe va- 

nities vnderthe ſunne , as if God had placed vs here 

on earth, like the Leviarharin the. Sea , totake our. 
paſtime in it; to ingulfe our ſoules into the ſenſuall n 
pleaſures ofthis life,as if we had neither hopenor ex- 
pc&ation ofa life rocome, whatan intollerable ſtupi- . 

ditic were it, for the ſhort fruition ofa momentary 
content here, to plange our {clues for everlaſtingnes. 

into a ſea,as it were offire and brimſtone, where wee 

ſhall ſee no bankes,and feele no bottrome. Me thinkes 

the ſerious conſideration hereof, ſhould eyen cut rhe 
heart,and = the mirth', and wound the very ſouls 

of the moſt glorious and ſclte plealing worldling, 


whole life is nothing but a change of recreations , to 


thinke vpon his fading ſtare,his towing condition, his 
declining ioy, his dying life, and endleſle erernitie, to 
fee howall things in him,and about him goe ſpcedil 
forward ina moſt ſenfible declination,to behold wit 


his cies, how his goods,and his greatneſſe, his linings; 
and his life, and all the moſt pretious delights which 
his fenſuall heart enioyes , are already winged as it 
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of Eternitie. 2 


were for their flight , and muſt ſhortly bid him an c- 
verlaſting farwell. And then what ſhall bee his ſtay, 
where ſnall be his ſhelrer , what will remaine to bee 
done,but with that ſad and diſconſolate Heathen, to 
ſhut vp all in thathopcleſle and helpleſle lamentation, 
Anxins vVix1 , dubius morior , heu quo vado, I haue 
1quandred out my life inan rofenirthill way , I hauc h- 
ved vareſ{oluedly, and dic doubtfully , andnow whe- 
ther away O my ſoule,woe is thee and alas for ever- 
more, And ſuch is the bitter cloſe , and vncomforta- 
ble ende of all thoſe who goe deſperately onin the 
waies of their hearts,and in the fight of their cies, and 
make not God their ſtrength ; though their excellen- 
cy mount vp to the heauens (faith 796) and their heads 
reach ynto the cloudes, yet ſhall they periſh for cuer 
astheir doung , and the eye which hath feene them 
ſhall doe ſo no more, Iob. 20. 6. O then how deepely 
doth it concerne vs,to raiſe vp our defiresto things a- 

boue,to fix our hearts vpon the true rocke, to drawe 

our waters of comfort from theeuerliuing fountaine, 

to truſt ſo much more onGod, by how much we haue 

lefſe on carthtotruſtro. Now for our better incou- 

ragementtothis dutie, and to the end wee may the 

more eaſily vnlooſe our afteftions from the imbrace- 
ments of this world, it will not bee vnworthy our la- 

bour to meditate a while vpon the nature of that 

Eternitic which doth vnavoidably abide for vs cither 

in horror or happinefle in the life tro come, 
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CHAP.1T, 
Containing adeſcriptionof Eternitie,with abriefe 
declaration of the nature and condition of it. 


| | Ternitie is an infinite, endlefle , bottomeleſle 


gulte,which no line can faddome ,no time can 

*— reach,no age can extendto, no tongue Can Cex- 

prefle, Itis a duration-alwaics preſent , a being al. 
waics in being, ir'is one perpetuall day,which ſhall ne- 
ver {cean Evening. Infinite are the delcriprtions of the 
Ancients,anddi vers. their exprefſions, touching this 
Ercrnitie. The Egyptians conceiuing that God was 
crernall , and; his ; (mus and being to bee properly 
tearmed Eternitie,repreſented the diuine power by a 
Circle, which had neither beginningnor end.. And 

hence itwas thatthe Ancient Romans erefted Tem- 
ples which they dedicared to'their Sods ina circular 
figure. Thus Numa Fompilius deuoted a round Tem- 
ple rothe Maicſtie of Yeſta. And Anguſtus Ceſar the 
like in honour ofall the Gods : Pythagoras the better 
tocxpreſle that God was etcrnall , commanded-his 
Schollersthat fo oft as they accommodated-them- 
{clues to the worſhipof God;they ſhould turnethem- 
{clues round. The Turkes cucry morning aſcendinto 
an high Tower. built in the faſhion of the Fgyprian 
Pyrawides,where they deuoutly falutetheir Godand 
Mahomet, crying with alowd and roaring voice, De- 
us ſemper fuit ſemperg, erit, God alwaies hath beene, 
and cur will be. Mercuriss Triſmegiſtus, the moſt ta- 


mous among the Philoſophers, repreſented God the. 


erue 
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true Eternitic by an intelleuall {pheare, whoite Cen. 
ter was eucry where,but without any circumtercnce, 
becauſe he was the beginning andende of all things, 
not bounded wirhin any compaſſe,nor terminated in 
any limits .It was an vſuall cuſtome among the Naſo- 
2107s , an ancient people in Africa, thatthey covered 
rodye {itting,and would alwaic be buried in the lame 
poſture ſitting in Cells vnderneath the earth, and this 
they did to fignifie by that vnmoueable geſture, that 
they ſhouldnow ſinga requiem from the buſineſle of 
this troubleſome world, and had now ariucd at the 


hauen of eternall-quietnefſe: Thus we {ce how theſe 


-miſerable heathen who had no other light but nature, 


no other guide butthoſe lame and corrupted princi- 
ples, which were leftinthem after the fall , did not- 


withſtanding according to their broken and weake 


apprehenſions , tire out themſelues in the expreſſion 


of Eternitie, and how cuerthey were vnhappily igno- 


rant inthe waics of God in this life, yet they, carneſtly 


laboured to know what ſhould become of trhemfelues : 


hereafter,andto finde out the ſtate of the lite to come: 


Oh how iuſtly might I (were itnotadigreſſioal) take 
vpa lamentation anddeplorethe wretched condition : 


of our times, how ſhort doe wee fall, cuen ofthe per- 


feQion of Heathens, what man is there amongſt-vs, 


that caſteth forth ſo much as a thought yponEcernity? 


wee liue here as if there were no{ite hereafter, Our 
Earth is our Heauen , and our pleaſures , . our Para- 
dice, we crowne our heads with roſc. buds, wee cate of 
the fat,and drinke ofthe ſweet,and ſay in our hearts, 


no cuill ſhall happento vs , & yet when we haue Ape 
3 all, 
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all, Omnes humane conſolationes ſunt deſolationes, 
Hearts caſe will not growcin this earthly garden, the 
true reſt will not be found , but in the true place, the 
-eterna}] Hieruſalem , ſound and entire contentment 
hath no rooting in this world. For as onehath it ex- 
Niſpene & CCllently * diſpoſe & marſhall all things to thine own 
ina owns hearts defire,yet ſhalt thou (doe what thou can(t)(til! 
ke & vj. MEET With ſome Croſſe or preſure inthe way. Since it 
i«, & non is {©.,, let vs not then determinate ourafte&ions 1n 
renics, nile theſe earthly things, which are of no continuance,but 
i4 vari de. ICT VS {end our hearts before vs to thoſe heavenly 
;c,aurſ on. tnanſions where they ſhall be crowned with fulneſſe 
aut invice  Ofhappinefſe, and ſhall ſwimmein ſtreames of plea- 
aperinve- {ures tor evermore. Certainely there isno true reſt 
©5, but that which iscternall , & the ſweeteſt refreſhment 
ourſoules can finde in this world , conſiſtsinthe ſeri- 
ous meditation of the ioyes to come, in deyoting our 
{c-luesandall we haue to his ſeruice, from whom wee 
haue them, in truſting to him, and relying on him, for 
out of God the {oule findes no reſting place to ſer her 
toot on,but every where ſtormes and waues , death 8: 
hell abide her,when we haue 1mproued our content- 
mcntsto the very height of our deſires, when we haue 
attained as much happinefle as the world cangiue vs, 
yetthen may we bc cut off perchance inthe midſt of 
our daies,when our breaſts are full of milke, andounr 
bones full of marrow,or fuppoſe we ſpinne the thred 
of our life roa longer day, and God crowne vs here 
with the bleſſings of his left hand , the comforts of 
thislife,and length of yeares, yeathough all things fa- _ 
your our longer continuance inthis world , yer inthe 


end 
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end time and age will ruine vs. Wee ſhall bring owr 

yeares to an end, like a tale that is told,and ſhall vaniſh 

away like a ſhadow,though we live many yeares, and 

in them all we reioice,yer in the end we ſhall remem- 

ber the daies of darknefle,faich Solomon , and the tune 

ſhall come thatthe eye which ſaw vs., ſhall ſee vs no 

more. * The Sunne ſets,and riſeth againe, but wealas Sotcs occide- 

when ourglaſſe is runne,and the ſhort gleame of our Ss an 

ſommers day is ſpent,ſhalt neuer returne till our laſt cumoccider, 

ſummons, whenthe dead ſhall heare the voice of the _—_ _ 

{onne of God, and they that heare ir ſhall live , and —— 6, 

come forth of theirgraues,thev that haue done good do:micuda.. 

tothe refurreRion of life, and they that haue done c- © 

vill to the re{urretion of condemnation,both to Etcr- 

nitic,and then ſhall follow that large day,that ſhall ne- 

ver ſhutin,thatinfinitecontinuation of time that ſhall 

neuerend, that vnlimited Eternitie , vzhich ever hath  _ 

beene,andis,and will be the fame for ener , when rthe_ 

Sunne ſhallno more yeeld her light by day , northe - 

Moone her brightneffe by night, but God thall be our. 

light,and the Lord our glory. But oh the vnhappy 

condition of ourage, whois there thar ponders thele 

tings with adigeſted meditation , that lookes into + 

the ſtate of his foule with a ſerious eye, tharexamines 

his conſcience , vnvaileth his hearr, and confidererh 

Ins waies. That endeauours to lay a good foundari- 

on for the time to. come , wee ſtand at the doore of 

Eternitie,and while we live, we are euery day cntring 
 mtoit,it's but a ftroake of death 8& weare gone , cvcn 

in a moment,and wherher? from our ſhort and fading 


delights, to an- endleſle, eaſelefle gulfe , where our 
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worme ſhall never die , nor our fire ſhallneuer out: 


_ 


- Now letall thoſe who ſwim in the ſtreames of their 


Peſtqanm 
iſtinc exceſly 
facrin,nul'us 
porn'tentie 
locus, nullus 
latisfationis 


efteRus,C)p. 


in the buil the ſad conſideration of their approaching 


voluptuouſneſle,purting far from them the eyill day, 
who labour ro cxpell from their hearts , and 'to ſtifle 
infelicities,let them (I ſay) knowe, that they may fall 
into this vaſtgulte of Eternitie , when they leaſt ſu- 
{pe it;into which when once they haue vnhappily 
plunged them(elues,they may defire redemption, bur 
ſhall not finde it. * It ſhall be one of their rorments, to 
know they ſhall never be out of torment. All thegold 
of Qphercannot purchaſe them one minute of reliefe 
from their vnexpieſſible miſeries. But now,cuen now 
is the jubile,now is the accepted time, now is the pro- 
mulgation Kya IH there remaines nothing for our 
parts,bur to ſue it forth , we need not many hundred 
of ycaresor number of daies to redeeme our miſpent 
time,and to waſh out our-contracted-pollutions, no, 
one day,may through Gods gratious favour , and 1o- 
ving indulgence, procure more mercy here,then Eter- 
nitie oftime may obtaine hereafter , one ſigh from a 
true ſorrowfull on here , ſhall prevailero diſcharge 
1nore dcvts, then infinite ages ſhall acquir or ſatisfie 
tor hereafter, Here God withpatience expects our 
repentance,bur if we abuſe his forbearance and come 
not in , hereafter with trembling wee ſhall abide his 
judgement: 

Ler vs therefore be wiſe in time , and remember 
our creator in the daies of our youth, betorethe Evill 
daies come, and the yeares approach, wherein wee 
ſhall lay,we haveno pleaſureinthem , before our duſt 


returne 
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returne into the wombe from whence it came , and 
our lungs belocked yp into the breſtleffe earth , be- 
fore that black and gloomy day;the day of death and 
diſlolutienappeareto vsthe which (it our timely re- 
pentance here prevent not our doome) will ſeale vp 
our {oules to eternall darknefle. Let vs confider that 
whereſoeucr weare,wharſocucr wee goe about, wee 
ſtand cuery minute of our time in the 'glorious pre- 
ſence of an* incomprehenſible maieſtie, whoſe bright i. 
and moſt piercing eye,is ten thouſand times clearer 45am 
then the Sunne,who knows all hearts, ſees allations, manifeſtans 
vnderftands all councells, viewes all perſons , there's 7 omnia ap* 
nota wordin the tongue, not a thought in the heart, Janus. 
. nota ſparke of luſt in thefleſh,though neuer ſo ſoftly 

; blowne,and ſecretly kindled,bur he beholds italtoge- 
ther, he isall earero hearezall handro puniſh, & when 
and where he pleaſe,all power to proteR,and allgrace 
to-pardon, he that findes not bis mercy ,ſhall feele his 
fury:and who amongſt vs can dwell with devouring 
fire, who amongſt vs can dwell with everlaſting bur- 


nings? _ . ; 


CHAP. 111. 
+ E xpreſiing how all men doe naturally 
_ beleene thus Eternity. 


'T Ithin thele hundred yeares many nations 

vo haue beene diſcouercd and many are difco- 

.- vered ſtill which were vnfound in former 
ages. Amongſt-them ſome haue beene found to liue 


withour law , without King , but yetnonewithout 
{ome 
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ſome knowledge of God, andof fomeeverlaſting be- 
ing in the world rocome. Wharmoucd the Brack- 
mans in India,and the <Magies amongſt the Perfrans, 
tobcgin andend their vndertakings with prayers to 
God? What moued Publius Scipionever tocnter into 
the Senate houſe before he had aſcended the Capital, 
_ avowing thatprinciple as conſtantly in his practiſe as 

he did in his knowledge , A Joveprincipium? What 
made Cal:gula{which threatned the aire if it rained 


on his game-plaies)yer,torunne vnder his bed, and 


wrap his cappe about his headat a clap of thunder? 
What moued Arti[livs Regulus ( who had no other 
teacher then a naturall illumination })-to ſores the 


_ obligation of his oath before the ſafty of his lite,and 


rathcr then he would breake his ingaged word and 
promiſe tothe Carthaginians , expole himlelte to all 
the torments that the cruelty and malice of his eni- 
mies could inflict ypon him? what moved tlic Sagun- 
!1ne5 a people of Arragonto that vadaunted 'reſoluti- 
on of theirs, who hauing plighted their faith and loy- 
alty by ſolemne oath tothe Romaxs , choſe rather to 
entombe themſeclues voluntarily ina fire which they 
made in their Market place,then-to breake their faith 


rothe ſaid Romans which they had ſoſolcmnly ſwore . 


and facredly avowed vnder their protection? what, I 
{ay, could moue theſe mcere naturaliſts. to ſuch a 
tcare of anoath; to ſuch atrembling; at Gods iudge- 
ments,to ſuchauſterity.,and care., and cenforious cir- 


cumſpectioninall their wajes and actions, but thar 


they naturally apprehended what they truly &diſtin- 
ctly vaderſtood not,vi3; Someimmortall _< 
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and everlaſting being?” and this they conceaued was 
beyond the mountaines,or aboue them, or in ſome 0- 
ther world,they knew not where , according as their 
{eycrall fanciesled them. © : 
Cerrainely they*would never haueſo much vnder- 
valued their earthly contentments., and fold all the 
comforts of this life(as ſome of them did) at fo cheap 
arate, butthat they truſted to ſome future reſt of 
more enduring ſubſtanceafter this life,and comforta- 
bly expeed the immorrall fruition of ſuch ioyes as 
ſhould abundantly countervaile the loſle of all their 
pleaſures, When I revolue in my minde the Sroicalt 
releruednefſe,the moderarion.thevnconquerablecon- 
rage of theſe miferable Heathens,when Ice Cleombre- 
714-in hope of immoralitiero tumble himſelfe vo- 


| Juntarily downe a hill,wherl ſee Socrates (mile vpon 


his hemlocke,and ſullen Scevola burne off his owne 
hand withour euergnaſhing his reethar ir, when I ſce 
Marcus Cato ſcorne his owne life becauſe: his enimie 
Sauce it him.and reareoff the ſalue from his bleeding 
{ides, which his owne ſword had peirced: When I 
thus behold thefe vnhappy ſoules in the light of na- 
ture,ro conquer natureit ſclfe,and to build rhete rl1cir 
reſolutions vpo no other ground butthe {tender hope 
of ſome vnknownecontentment in the life ro come, 
me thinkes theſe magnanimousaRts of theirs howeuer 
they are not for the tmitation of vs Chxiſtzans,yer doe 
they tend to our condemnation. Their hope did Cx- 
ceedtheir knowledge,8& our knowledge doth exceed 
our practiſe, God hathrevealed to vs theimmortality 


of the ſoule,and the eternity rocome, in a farre more 
B 2 cleare 


_ 


Wn -- - The firſt Booke 


——_— 


clcare and profpicuous manner,then euer tothe hea- 
then Idolaters,and yet welcfte regard it: what thould 
more affect vs here ſince our life 1s but a' vapour, then 
to knowe what ſhall become of vs hereafter? and yet 
the conſideration hereof lies like a waight of lead vp- 
on.our ſoules; and we tudge the very thought hereof 
a burthen. Wee readily apprehend ſuch things as con- 
ccrne vsin this world: our honours, our preterments, 
our pleaſures we looke on with a cheerefull eye: bur 
alas with how flow and dulla pace-doe we proceed in 
the purſuit of our future blefſedneſſe? - wee meet with 
many ſtops in our way,many turnings in our tourney: 
and the truth is wee muſt not expettto arriueat fo 
happy a haven without ſome ſtormes ; but what are 
theſe to Eternitie that long day that ſhall ncuer ſhut in; 
that vuum perpetuum hodie,that beginning ever in be- 
ginning,inwhich the blefled doe cuerlaſtingly enioy 
their happineſſe,and renew their pleaſures., and the 
damned. are alwaies dying yet never dye* O thatthe 
meditationofthis our furure ſtate could finke deepe 
enough into our hearts, that we would make that the 
| obiect of ourthoughts here, which-muſt be the obieR 
of our accounts hereafter.that the ſenſe of our finnes 
were the chiefe matter of our ſorrowes , then ſhould 
we envoy aneternitie hereafter boundleffe for time; 
cndicſlefor happineſle , where our ioyes ſhould bee 
luch,as ſhould neither change nor periſh. | 
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E Carts how Nature hath repreſented and 
 fhaddowed ont Eternity tovs inſome © 

WET 2405 0m of the creatures, F 
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A 7 Owtothe end wee ſhould bee the farther en- 
PN comnerd ynto the inquiſicion of eternity, 
GH&d harh nor only planted the knowledge 
hereof inthe hearts ofthe Heathens but hath alſo re- 
preſented ir inthe nature of the creatures. For if wee 
tearch with a narroweye into the ſecrers of nature, . 
how many things ſhall wee finde in the world; as 
lively reſemblances, ſhadowing as it were, and trace- 
{ _ Ingourvnrovs this eternity? Solinzs reports of a 
ſtone in Arcadia which being once inflamed burnes 
lore Andof this matter were your burning 
' - Jampes made,which coutinued. (as Hiſtories ſpeake) 
fo many tundreth yeares in ancient Sepulchers. Like 
herevnto in the nature of it 1s your  Linum vivum, a 
ecitaine kinde of linnen knowne- in 12474 which ts. 
vncombuſtible, nay itis not only, not conſumed by 
che fire but ir is as it were cleanſed and waſhed '& pu-- 
rifiedby the heate thereof; and hence it was that the 
body of theancient Romajne Emperors when they were 
to be buried according to the funerall ritesof thoſe - 
times, wereſhrouded vpinto ſuch linnento preſeruc 
their aſhes andto avoide-a confufton and mixture of 
their bodies with common duft.. = 
Behold, herenatureit ſelfe ſuggeſts 'an eternity to 
thy ſoule, while it preſentsto thee ſuch things as _ 
| B 3 ure 
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Fre cannot conſume, many other ſuch Symboles and = 
repreſentations of immorrality may bee found in the | 
booke of the creatures. The Salamarder liueth inthe | 
fireand periſheth not, thoſe famous hills in S7c-ly 


haue beene on firecontinually, beyond the memor 1 
of man, and yet remaine whole and vnconſumed. 
The like we reade, of that 0/eum incombuſtibile (as 
Hiſtorians call it) an oyle that ever burnes, bur will 
never waſte, & of the matter of this was that burni 
torch compoſed, which was fouud in T»/{zo/a,daugh- | 
ter of Cicero her ſepulcher: which continued burning 
fifreene hundreth yeares. Theſc and many other ſhad. 
dowes and traces efeternity,'God hath vouchſafed vs. 
ro ſtirre vp our dead and drowſy heartsto a more ex- " 
act inquiſition and ſerious conſideration of the time 
tocome. For in the booke of thecreature wee may 
ſcethe power of the Creator and our ofthelſe particu- 
Jar 2h of his we may vnderſtand that, that God 
which hath endowed nature with ſuch admirable 
qualities cangiuethe fleſh alſo ſuch a condition, that 
it ſhall endure according to his mercifull diſpenſation 
either torments or happineſle tor evermore. 

Now then to draw all this to an iſſue, ſince it is vn- 
doubredly true that God hath provided an everlaſting 
being for the ſoules of men in the world to come: 
fince he hath engrauen the knowledge hereof as with 

an Iron pen in theconlciences of the Heather, ſince he 
hath giuenvs ſo many lively reſemblances and tra. 
ces thereof in the ſecrets of nature, and in the workes 
of his creation, Oh'how ſhouldrhe meditation of this 
take vp ourdeepeſt thoughts, our refineſt affetions? 


how 


of Eternitie,  _ I5 


| how ſhouldthis cauſe vs to refle& vpon our ſoules; to 
ponder our waies and with an vndazeled and vnde- 
ſembling eye ge to trye and to deſcry cleare- 
ly our owne ſtate, whether we bealready waſhed with 
the blood of Chriſt and enlirfened.with -a ſupernaru- 
rall vigour and lite of grace, or yet ly polluted in 
_ eur owne blood? 

Oh, how canany man be at reſt and quicte in his 
minde, till he beaftured and ſccured in this point;ſince 
that yponit depend his everlaſting eſtate in another 
world? our dates wee ſeeare wouen with a ſlender 

thred, ourtime ſhort, our end vncertaine, and when 
the oyle in our lampes is ſpent, and: our glaſle runne 
out, then ex vnico momento pendet duplex eternitas, 
we flyin amomenttoan everlaſting being either in 
horror or happineſfe, where wee ſhall receiue accor- 
ding to the workes of our hands.If wee hane appro- 
ved qur {elugs ſincere in Gods ſervice, iuſt inour aRi- 
ons, diligent in our callings, faichfull in our- promi. 
ſes, wce ſhall then attainethe end of our faith, the ſal- 
vation of our ſoules. and the conſcience of our wel! 
ſpent life, ſhallar that diſmall day repleniſh our ſoules 
with abundance of confolations. 

Then all our teares ſhall bee wiped from oureyes; 
what we haue ſowed in ſorrow, we ſhall reape in 10y, 
when we haue finsſhed our courſe & ended our com- 
bate with ſinne and death: then ſhall our crowne bee 
ſure,our victory glorious, and our triumph Eternal, 
our graue ſhallbe butas a ſweer refreſhing place to our 
wearied bodies, and death ſhall be our day ftarre to 
everlaſting brightnefle. 


But 
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But on the'other fide; if wee haue in the whole 


courſe of our warfare here , expended oyr pretious 


time in the ſeryice of finne and Sathan, andcrambled 
away the beſt and choiceſt of our yeares in the lufts 
of the fleſh,and ſports of vaniry ;thenthe iflue of all 
will be death, and our end deftruEtion, Our mirth wH 
be turned into wormewood , and our ioy into heaut- 
-neſle: all ourdelights in this earth ſhall vaniſh as the 
fAower,ourſun ſhall ſet inacloud,and our daies of iol- 
lity and contentation ſhall irrecoverably be involued 
andturned into perperuall darkneſle. 


Containing a ſhort digreſion touching the 
eternity ofthe damned. 


A N Dhereitwillnotbe vnſeaſonable , norany 
digreſſion from the point in hand to conſider 
with our ſelues, for our-better encouragement 


-— 


to zhe waies of holineſſe, the condition of that eterni- 
ty which the damned hauein hell. O the vahappy and 


eyer deplorable ſtate of thoſe poore ſoules, who fecle 

nothing tor the preſent but wrath and vengeance, and 

can expect nothing to come but the vialls of Gods in- 
dignationto be powred-onthem in a fuller meaſure 

Nec qui tor- for eyer after! And that which addes abundant 
; gry ma weight to their miſeries is; they ſhall burne but nor 
Nec qui tor- diminiſh; they {hall lye buried in their lames, but nor 
querat,ali- conſume; they ſhall ſeeke death, bur ſhall not finde it: 
quanco mer” they ſhall were it, but it ſhallflye from them: their 
medizaz.cap, 3- puniſhment conſiſts not inthe indurance of any pro- 
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per or peculiar paine,but in the accumulation 8 heap 
of innumerable rorments togerher, All the faculties 

of the ſoule,allthe ſenſes of the body ſhall haue their 
ſeuerall puniſhments,andrhar which is more, valepa- 
rable,and more thenthar,eternall: There ſhall bee aw 
degrces in their torments,bur the leaſt ſhal be infinite. 
For as the wrath and dilpleaſnre of God roward them 
ts eyerlaſting,ſo ſhall their preſſures be. They enioy 
an eternity like the Saints, but not the Sarnts eternity, 
for their eternity ſhall beginne in horror , and proceed 
in confuſton: their eternity ſhall purchaſe and yeeld to 
them no other fruit bur yellings and lamentations, 8: 
woe. Their eternity is ſuch as turnes all things intoits 
owne nature - forallthings where the damned doein- 
habir areerernall. The firc is crernall : forthe breath 
of God likea riuer of brimſtone hath kindled it, and 
it ſhall ncuer goe outnight nor day; but the ſmoake 
thereof ſhall aſcend for euer. The worme is erernall, 
tor the conſcience of the damned ſhall be everlaſting- 
ly rormented with the ſenſe of their finne: Their 
wornme dieth not, ( ſaith the Prophet Jand their firene- 
ver goecth out. Theprifon wherein they are incloſed 
is cternall. The prayers of the Chxrch could open the 
priſon doores to Peter, burno prayers can pierce theſe 
walls,no power can ouerthrowe them, no time can 
ruine them;out of Hell is no redemprion,no ranlome, 
no deliuery, Cructantur damniti, cruciantur in eter - 
#um. This isthe laſt ſentence of the 7udge , his irrevo- 
cable decree, his immutable and eternall 1udgement 
vpon the damned , which ſhall ncuer bee reuerſed : Adele + 2p 
* there isno appeale will ; Ws this 1udge ; there iS ;mpoflibile, 
3 no 
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no reverſing this judgement, whentheſentence is 
Ce paſt it ſtands tor eternity ; Hence it was that the 
4 ancient { hurch repeated this {entence oftenin their di- 
vine ſervice, Peccantem me quotidie, & non me peniten- 
rem timor mortts conturbat me quiain inferno nulla eſt 
redemptio. Whilſt I daily finne bur repent not daily 
as I ought,the teare of death amazeth me, becauſe at. 
ter this life ended, out of hell is no redemprion. The 
blood of Chriſt ſhed on Gelgotha, is tully ſufficient ro 
{aueall man-kinde,but it belongs nor to the damned. 
It therefore the yoake of repenrance {ceme not ſweet 
trothce({aith St Bernard) thinke. on that yoake which 
thou ſhaltbeſure to ſuffer , which is Goe yee curſed 
intoctcrnal fire. But the moſt deplorable thing which 
1s crernall in hell is,the irrevocable loſle of the bearti- 
hcall preſcnce of God,the eternall priuation of God's þ 
ight,the vncomfortable want whereof, doth more ; 
grieuc their hearts, and v-ound their afflicted ſoules, l 
then all cheir bodily rorments. T hus wee f{eethe vn- 
happy cſtate and condition of the damned inthe other 
world,and how the higheſt linke in all this chaine of 
{orrowes, wherewith they are enuironed, is the miſe- 
rable perpetuitie of their torments ,, whentheir reſt- 
lcfle thoughts haue caretully runne through many 
thouſands of yeares,yet will they not then enioy one 
day,onelittle houre,one minute ofreſt and reſpirati- 
on. Everlaſting darkneſle is theirportion, they beginne 
and end alike, with weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. 
Now lince this is certainely true, is it poſſible that 
man ſhould be ſo forgerfull of 69d and him(clfe? Can 


he lo farredegenerace into a bcaſt,and indurare into a 
ſtone 
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ſtone, as to read theſe things and not beleeue them, 


or belceue theſethings and not to tremble? Can the 
knowledge of theſe things ſwim in our braine wich- 
out a ferious and found digeſtion of them into our 


hearts? when we ſce,and knowe, and belecuc, that in- 


explicable,crernall, endleſle, eaſelefſe horrors , with- 
out true and vnfained repentance,, abide ys-hereafrer; 
and onthe other fide we knowe not., nor can poſſibly 
diſcerne with how ſpecdy and ſwifta foot our end 
apvroacheth,nor how ſuddenly wee ſhall be ftummo- 
ned to giue the world our cuerlaſting farwell; How 
can ſo Rd and imporranta conſideration as this, pol- 
{cſſe our thoughts and not torment them? or how can 
this cauſe but imbitter our deareſt pleaſures , & croſle 
our indulgenccto our ſenſuall afftections? Did we but 
reaſona while wich our ſoulcs,and cuery one of vs in 
a particular application ſay within himſelte; I am here 
floating like a ſhip in the ſeaot this world ballaſed on 
every fide with the cares and di{quictings & preſſures 
of this life,and I ſayle on with full courle towards the 
haucn of Eternity , one little blaſt of death is able to 
plunge me irrecouerably into this bottomelefle gulte, 
where one houres torment will infinitely excced (for 
the paine of it)an hundred yeares bitter repentance, 
And ſhall I now thus ſtanding vpon the very battle. 
mcnts of hell, melt in my dclights, cheere vp " {cle 
in the dayes of my youth, ſhall l ryre out my ſpirits, 
trifle outmy prerious time, rob mine eyes of their be- 
loued fleepe for ſuch things, to the which the time 
will come, when I muſt bid an euerlaſting farewell ? 


Mie thinks the thorough meditation of our future ſtate 
C 2 ſhould 
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ſhould cuen ſtrangle our ſenſuall ioves in vs., & with- 
drawe our hearts from the embracements of this 
world,eſpecially. when wee ſhall to our endlefle ſor- 
row yoderſtand,our deareſt contents muſt clole at the 
laſt in death and contuſton,and all our precedent plea- - 
ſures ſhall yeeld vs no other fruit bur rheir birter re- 
membrance to augment our ſorrowes. 


CAP. 6. 
Wherein the queſtion ts anſwered wherefore a ſinite- / 


frnne, ts recompenſed with an infinite puntſh- | 
ment, wherein alſo « farther ſhewed p 
that the ſeverity of Gods | 
iuſtice therein doth nowaie 
diminiſh the greatneſſe 
of his mercy. 


ts P.J ie. 
Sas 
_—_ LR tits. Mal. ed 


OW here ariſeth a queſtion to bee reſolved, 

how Comes it to aſl that our mercifull and 
eratious God, who is ſo infinite in his good- 

nefle and ſo abundant inhis loue , whoſe praiſes rhe 
Prophet Davidamplifies in his 136. plalme, twenty 
feaucn rimes together, with this concluſion ; for h:s 
mercy endureth forever, how can it ſtande, thar this 
our God, whole mercy is thus exalted aboue all his 
workes, thould be thus infnitely mercifull, and yer 
ſoinfinitely juſt roo, asto inflict vpon a finite finne 
an infinite puniſhment, that he ſhould continue milli. 
ons of yeares, yea to everlaſtingneſſe, in the avenge- 
ment of thoſe finnes which were committed as it 
were 1na moment of time, ſo that hee who hath ot- 


fendcd 


rules:* for dothany law proportion out _ the rime of <ce'us non 
. tempourts Jones 


. : | irudine ſed 
commited, and ſo meaſure the continuance of the ſfquiars 


pennalty by thetime of the fault ? Shall the priſo. maganudine 
ner lyenolonger inthe Goale, then he is committing "a. 
his villanie? Doe not wee here amongſt vs often ſee vite:. De bw. 
ſome offences which were ſuddenly thought of fand 3:41, 

as ſoone executcd, yet puniſhed with endlefſe date- 

Icfle banifhments, which in compariſon ro this life 
beare a proportion with eternity ? Now if the wif- 

dome of man dorh follow this rule in proportioning 

of puniſhments,weighing offences by the fowlenes of 

the fac, Shall wee denie Godthe righteous Judge of 

all the world the ſame liberty overthe workes of his 

owne hands?* Againe if this w:1l not fatisfie our in- 

quiſitiue mindes, letvs bur rake our owne hearts to 

taske, and fifte themto the bottome, and imparrtially 

weigh what a world of pollution and deceipre and 
perverſeneſſe is lodged in them, and then certainely 

wee ſhall finde matter enough agatnſt our {clues with. 

out farther inquiry for our endlefle condemnation: 

ourowne conſciences will teſtify to the confuſion of 

our faces, that iuſt is the Lora, and 1uſt are his Indze- OT 
ments, that allthe waics of the Lord are mercy and jus grava nec 
truth,” that his grace 1snor vniuſt nor his Iuſtice cru. crudelss poreſt 
el]: Adde herevntothart the fault of its. owne nature _— ——— 
js infinite, becauſe it is a finne againſt an infinite maie- peulb.a:,c.n. 
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ſty? Gods Tuftice being infinite, the violation thereof 
oy 1nne muſt needs contrat an infinite debt; becauſe 


in ſinning we rob Godof his glory, which wee muſt 
needs repaic him againe: Now the ſatisfaction of 
an infinite debt, muſt needs bee infinite either in re- 
ſpec oftime or meaſure; And becauſe a finite veſlell 
is notable to hold or comprehend an infinite wrath 
foraſmuch as wee cannot beare Gods indignation, 
propter immenſitatem doloxis , wee muſt of neceſſity 
{atisfie his Tuſtice, duratione temporis,; the long con- 
rinuance of our ſufferings muſt ſupply what is want- 
ing in the weight of our puniſhments. Againe he that 
dies in his finne without repentance,offends as much 
as1f he had f{inned eternally, quia omnis peccator eſt in 
eternum. ſt in eternum vixiſſet, in aternum peccaſſet; 
7.e, had hee liued eternally , his finne had extended 


Peceanti ou £O thelength of his daies * fora man ſooner ceaſethto 
luntatem non [1ue thento loue his finne, and therefore God may 


amivit ied vi- 1y{tly after many thouſand yeares torments in Hell, 
an 0% iterate their torments tothe damned- becauſe if the 
had longer abode in their finfull ficſh, they would ſtill 
haue perpetuated their ſ{intull tranſgreſſions. Oh ler 
not then finfull fleſh contend with its maker, ler not 
vs prye into the heavens, nor curioully ſearch " 
into the ſecrets of Gods will, to finde a reaſon 
of the obligation of a ſinner to perpetuall puniſhment, 
but rather in the lowlines of our heartes cric out with 
Daniel, O Lord righteouſnefle belongs vnto thee, bur 
to vs open thame, becauſe wee haue rebelled againſt 
thee: ler vs caſt downe our ſoules atthe foote of his 
grace, and humbly acknowledge inthe ſence of our 
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| detormiries, that juſtis the Zord,8& juſt are his judge- 
ments. Our weake vnderſtandings can no way ta- 
thomethe depth of his counlells; his wiſdome is vn- 
ſcarchable and all his waies are truth:bur did we truly 
apprehend the nature of our finnes, wee would never 
repine at the weight of Gods Iudgements,for whereas 
God made mana noble creature, both beaurifull and : 
glorious, and after ſtamped on him his owne Image, 
rightcouſneſle and true holineſſe, how ſtrangely hath 
his ſinne diſrobed him of all his excellencies , what 
rebellion hath ir ſerled inall his members, what ſtaines 
and pollutions hath it wrought in all his faculties? 
It is our finne which hath vnioynted the confedera- 
cies and ſocieties of the dumbe creatures, and hath 
armed them with an antipathy and rebellion one a- 
geainſt another, Ir is finne which bath ſo ſtrangely al. 
tered the manners and conditions of our times, that 
bath turned mens browes into brafle, and their hearts 
intoiftones, and their hands into- blood, and their 
tongues into Scorpionsit. 1s fin which hath wrought 
ſuch aconfuſion and Chaos in all things vnder the 
Sunne, which hath changed truth jnro flattery, ſub- 
ſtances into formes,nature intoarte,decency into new 
' Ffangledneſſe, renting of hearts into cutting of gar- 
ments. It is finneI fay which\in this our. age hath 
diſſolued thoſe ſweete obligations of peace and cor- 
reſpondeney, which were formerly knitte berweene 
our neighbour nations, and inſteede thereof hath ſent 
in, fire and {word amongſt them;& that hath rowled 
vpWwithin theſe few yeares ſo many Noble ſpirits in 
thole parts into blood and deſtruction. And laſtly it 
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is our finthat ſhall ar thar laſt & dreadfull day rune 
the very Elements into fire, and the whole frame of 
this world with all the things therein, into their pri- 
mitiue Chaos and Originall Confuſion. 

Oh that wee did ſeriouſly conſider of, and ſound- 
ly digeſt the meditation of theſe things! For had 
wee but hearts ro vnderſtande, and eyes to ſee the 
deformity of our finnes and did vnpartially compare 
the ſtaine and pollution .of them with the pureneſſe 
of Gods nature, andthe brightneſle of his Maieſty, 
how ſhould wee be confounded in our ſoules, with 


theſight of our ownefilthineſſe? How ready ſhould 


we be rather to admire God's patience then queſtion 
his ſeverity? How ſhould wee tremble at his glorious 
preſence; and dread his power, and iuſtly feare what 
wee haue worthily deſerued, his everlaſting iudge- 
ment, ſince our pollutions haue moved him to ab- 
horrethe workes of his owne hands and to diſtaine 
the beauty of his owne creation? Butit now onthe 0- 
ther ſide wee adviſedly looke into Gods gratious.pro- 
ceedingstowards vs, and his louing indulgence in 
reſtraining hisincenſed diſpleaſure, notwithſtanding 


. our infinite provocations, and inſhewing vs a way to 
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eſcape his fury; I know not whether wee ſhall finde 
greater cauſe to vindicate his juſtice, or. admire his 
mercy.For true itis, as{aith Saint L4guſtine, * Soe 
Good 1s Our God, that he would never hauefuffered' vs 
to fall had not his power bene ſuch, that hee'could 
extract matter out of our finfulneſle to advance his 
owne glory. Oh how vnſcarchable, how boromleſſe, 
how ſurpaſſing the apprehenſion of menand Angells 
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15 the lone of Godtowards vs! whither can wee goe” 
which way cat! weecaſt our eyes, where wee ſhall 
not bchold the admirable foote-ſteps of his mercy? 
It wee looke vpward,; his mercy reacheth vnto the 
Heavens, faith Dawvid:If downeward, they that goe 
downe into the deepe ſee the wonders of Goa, faith 
thelame Prophet and his mercies in the great waters. 
If round aboutvs, thoſe that pur their truſt in the 
Lord, mercy embraceth them on evety fide. And 
henceit is that the Apoſtle Saint Paul ro the Fpheſs- 
ans, ſo diverfly amplifies the loue of God in ſeverall 
places of that Epiſtle, by ſundry appellations or ept- 
thites, as his loue; his greateloue, his 'abundantloue, 
his loue paſſing knowledge: againe, the riches of his 
glory, the riches of his grace.the riches of his mercy; 
God who is mercifull ſaithrhe Apoſtle, who is rich 
in mercy through his loue, his great Iloue , even 
when wee were dead by finneshath quickned ys to- 
gcther inChriſt Eph.2.4. 

The Apoſtle alfo in the ſame Epiſtle and firſt 
Chapter expreſleth the Lord,great in his power,abun- 
dant in his wiſ{dome, but rich, excecding rich in his 
mercy. And why rich in mercy only?Is notthe Lord 
rich in Angels,rich inthe Saznts,rich inthe Heavens? 
Hath he nor created the Cloudes, founded the Seas, 
wiſely compoſed the whole frame of nature? And is 
he yer rich only in mercy? Trueit is; the earth is the 
Lords andthe fulneſle thereof, all that wee haue,, all 
that weeare,is his;bur his mercy hath an excellency in 
it aboue all his creatures; yea (if I may ſo ſpeake) a- 
boue all his attributes, ow his Iuſtice; Mercy(fa - 
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the Apoſtle) reioycerh»againſt condemnation-: A. 
boue his power, acob wreſtled with God and: over- 
came him; aboue his greatnes,for he hibled himſelte 
ro take. Our nature on him; yea aboue all his carthly 
creatures ; for his mercy reacheth to the Cloudes, 
there is nothing doth more illuſtrate Gods omaipo- 
tency then his mercy. It was noe marvaile that God 
ſhould make, the Heavens. becauſe hee is power it 
{clfe, or that he ſhould framethe earth; becauſe hee is 
ſtrengrh it {elfe; orthat he ſhould .governe the times 
becauſe he is wiſdome it {elfe, or thar he ſhould giue 
breath toall creatures, becauſe heis life ir ſelfe, Bur 
herem chiefly is God to be- magnified, that hee who 
is infinitely juſt, ſhould yer bee mercifull ro ſinners, 
yea to. finners while they. wallow in their blood; 
while they reſtin ſinnes, whilethey haue no eye to 
looke after him,no heart toembrace him, nofoote to 
tollow him,notonguetoglorifie him,butlye woctul- 
ly plunged inthe dregs of their pollutions? Oh the 
vniſpeakable goodneſſe of our God, who hath fo gra- 
touſly invited thoſe ſheepe, who are ſo vnhappily 
Omniporen-. ſtrayed from him:nay who doth witha * louing vio- 
tbo facili: lence irrefiſtably call thoſe who hauetrampled on his 
= = poogy graces, and reiected his loue. But what ſhould moue 
converur The creator of all things who hath beene thus infinite- 
peas, & v0" ly provoked, who 1s armed both with power to- 
leonbus facir, (£71k; and meanes to be avenged, to compaſſionate 
aug.adviis, Ris enimies* Certainely there is, there can be no 0- 
ther: reaſon alleadged, butthat which David ſo of. 
tenIterates, becanſe he i gratious, & his mercy endur- 


eh for ever. But alas how (may the afflicted foule 
lay) 
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ſay Jean his goodnefle extend to mee who am nothing 
but wormes and duſt,and woundes and {ores and cor- 

ruption? Who can* give him no oblation but my 

ſinnes, no ſacrifice but my ſorrow? What confidence 
 nowcan [haue in this loue, what ſtrength in this mer. 

cy? Whoever thou arr, that art thus, and no betrer 

diſpoſed to receiue the grace of thy God, bring forth 

this ſmall provifion, offerthis ſacrifice vpon the Al- 

ter. Since thou haſt nothing elſe to part with ſurren- 

der vp thy {innes, yeeld him thy luſts, renounce thy 

whole intereſt inthy fintull delights, infhy immode. 

rate affetions * and then thy ſorrowtull ſpirit ſhall Nullivs rei 
bea ſacrificeto God, thy wounded and broken heart Tom nr 
| heewillnor deſpiſe; [ 492 with him: ſaith the Lord, quancumpro- 
who is of an humble ſpirit andthat trembleth at my priz vo'unta- 
wordes, Wee haue his owne word for his mercy, wee **4#. 
haue hispromilefor ir, wee haue his oath for it. He 

is faithfull ſaith the Apoſtle, who hath promiſed; hee 

is faithfull, hee cannot deny himſelfe. The Apoſtle 

faith not, hee cannot deny his mercy, buthee cannot 

deny himſelfe. If hee were any thing but mercy, then 

hee might deny his mercy, though hee did nor deny 

himſelte: but now by not denying himlelte he giueth 

mercy, who by not giuing mercy ſhould deny him- 

ſelte. And thus we ſee how Co's faithfull and cannot | 
deny himiclfe,* He may overcomehimiclteby pitry- Superare ſcip 
ing the forſaken ones, but he cannot :deny- himſelfe [vmpareFde- 
by forſakeing his pitty.” For how can he deny him- cando,negare 
ſelfe to vs, who harh givenhimſelfe forvs? How can ſcipfumnon 
he deny vs his mercy, who hath given vs his lifes - Pt ® _ 
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.-. THE SECOND BOOKE OF 
' ETERNITY. 


Gontaining an Exhortation to holineſie grounded 
; vpn the conſideration of Eternity . 


HE very ſouleand life of Chri- 
ſtjanity conſiſts. in thelife of a 
Chriſtian;asfor outward forma. 
lities, they plauſibly fſerue to 
ſhew forth agood mantotheeye 
of theworld,, but cannot make 
him ſuch; it'srrue, externallacti- 
ons. adorne cur profeſſions : but. it-is, where grace 
and goodnefle feaſons them, otherwiſe, where © the 
fappeand juyceand vigour. of religion is nor ſetled 
inthe ſoule, a mantis butlike a goodly heart-thaken 
2ake, whole beauty will turne into rottenneſle, and 
hisend will be the fire. It was the ſaying: of Machia- | 
vel thatthe appearance of vertue was:more to;be de- 

fired then vertuejtſelfe; Bur Sogrates4 meere natura- 
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liſt, adviſed betrer, whoſaid , the good man is onely 
wile. Certainely our glorious ſhewes , and high ap- 
plauſes, and exaltations amongſt the lonnes of men 
will proue but miſerable comforters in the cloſe of 
our age, when the daies of darknefle come. O then as 
we reſpe& the cternall welfare of our pooreſoules, — 
ict vs bee what-wee would ſeeme. Let vs turne our ee on 
words into atjions,our knowledge into affection, and debesGerb. 
our ſpeculation into practiſe. Let vs not only in a ge- Med. 
nerall and confuſed manner acknowledge God, but 
rather labour to know him: ler vs northink it enough 
to beleeue that Chriſt came as a Saviour into the 
world, but endeauour rather by a peculiar,pertonall, 
and applicatiue taith tro make him our owne. Alas | 
'whar availes it my ſoule , that Chrift ſhed forth his C 
blood for the finnes of many; ifhe died not for ince 7 | 
1 What joy to my heart,that Chriſt is riſen for the iu- 
F ſification of ſinners , if hee be not my portion? what "4.4, 
I comfort to my diſtreſſed conſcience that Chriſt. is Chiu relurs 
{ come alight into the world, if I fit in darknefle and in £9.06 in 
the ſhadow of death? What confidence of proteRtion c4Thuls. 
can I hauefrom hence,that Chriſt is: a caretull ſheap- furgar.Geb, 
heard ouer his flock,if Lam none of that ſheepfold? O © 
then let it be the chiefe deſire of our foules,and the vt. Sir (capus vi, 
moſt extent of our endeauours,not onely:; to conteſle Gt 2a | 
Chriſt,bur to bring bim-home to our hearts, to teele LlyT ink ge 
him;roafte@him,to huein him,to dependorn him, to aflequars in. 
| be coformable to him:letvs willingly heare & cheer. Fe* 
j fully follow.the voice ok that {weet guid, who is both 
' _- theway,@&thc jqurnies end;that louingPhyſitian who 
COMmes to oa a: with braling/jo 
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his wings:that meeke and tender Lambe,who powred 
forth for vs teares of anguiſh, 8 reares of loue ; teares ' 
.of anguiſhto redeeme our ſoules,and teares of loueto 
-compaſſonare -our miſcries. Now what a -prefling 
perſwaſion haue we hereto live vnto him , who thus 
died for vs; to make him our toy who hath borne our 
{orrowes; to-fix him in our hearts , who for our fakes 
Tows tibi fi- was fixed to the Crofſe?* How ſhould wee mourne in 
5 quizows Our loules,and weepe in ſecrer for him , quem 102us 
prore figeba- 710ndus,tota elements lugebant,at whole ſufferings the 
rur in cruce, oraues 6 PAL Yr Sunne ſhur in his light, the carth 
trembled:, and the whole frame of heauen in his na- 
tureand kinde expreſled its ſorrow. One ofthe Rabins 
. when hee read what bitter torments the cMeſiras 
ſhould ſuffer when he came into the world(cried vut) 
wveniat Meſſias at ego non videam,, Let the Meſitas | 
come, but let me not ſee him. Did his rorments ſeeme 
{odiſmalltothe ſpeator,what were they then inthe 
ſufferer 2 If ſo gaſtly trothefight what were they in 
the ſuſtaining £ But whar ſhould we doe now ? Shall 
weraile on Iudas that berrayed him , or on Peter thar 
denied him,or the Zewes that pierced him, or the Apo- 
files that forſooke him'? Nogno; lervs looke into our 
owne hearts,examine our owne waies : Doe weenor 
make his wounds bleed afreſh with our finnes ? doe 
we not nayle him tothe Crofleagaine with our pol- 
| litions? doe wenot grind him in our opprefhons, and 
aS it were maſſacre him-in our murders? Whatfinne 
haue weeuer forſaken for his fake; what inordinate 
aftetion haue we abandonedtor his loue? Can we ſay 
and ſay truly that wee euerſparedadith from ourbel- 
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Les,or one houre from our fleepe,or one faſhion from 

our backs,for his ſake ? And doe wee thus requite 

our redeemer? *. Was Chriſt ſtretched on the Crofle, * | 
and ſhall we ſtretch our ſelues on beds of doune? Did Þ*v tint 


iry us tactus 


Chriſt ſuck downe vineger for vs, and ſhall wefurfer ſt, & tu te 
with plenty 2 Was Chriſt crowned with thornes, and mgnificas 


ſhall we crowne ourſclues with Roſe buds © O lertt money 5 » 


ſhame VS to-beare lo dainty. a body ynder {0 doletu!l vermiculus 


a head - but let-vs conforme our (clues to his life , and inumslcs, 


let our conuerfation bee anfwerable to his doctrine. 

Let vs fix oureie on this true Serpent, and faſten 

our hold onthis ſure anker. Letvs looke vp vnto Teſus 

the author and famiſherofour faith : Where our trea- 

{ure is,there tet our hearts bealſo: We haue an'ineſti- 

mable price, a glorious inheritance ſet before vs, let 

Vs carefullyembraceall thoſe meanes that may fur- 

ther our progreſle,as the hearing of the word , recea- 

ving of the Sacratnents,carneft and conſtant praycrto 
Almighty God:'Letvs ſtriue as we ought , preſſe for- 

ward with all violence. The woman in the Goſpell' 

which was ſo long viſited with her þloudy iſſue ,jit- 

was her holy * violenceand preflins our Savoury that: vita elt ad 
procured her health for her body and pardon for her 59 , 
foule: Letthis be our endeauour , let vs never thinke Ji vigonas, 
our {clues farreenough in the way to heauen, but pre- 

pare our hearts {til}, and lay hold on every aduantage 

that may further vs in our. 1ourney;. Behold now is 
theacceprabletime,now:is the day of ſalnation,whilſt 

you haue timethen dee good vnto all :- whilſt you 

haue the light:, walke as children ofthelighr: Indge 

thy {clte here, thatthou bee not wdged of the Lord 


hereattcr: 
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hereafter, Let not thy eies ſlumber, nor thy temples 
take any reſt,till thou haſt found out an habitation in 
# h thyheart for the mighty God of 7acob. Remember 
p: him as David did-, inthy bed:, and thinke vpon him 
when-thou art waking :. God ſaid of the Church of 
Thyatira,] gauehertime to repent of her fornication, 
and ſhe repented not. O ktvs not giue our good God 
the like occafioato ſecond theſame complaint againſt 
vs. Behold God now graciouſly calls vs and offers vs 
= his mercy: Behold the ſpouſe comes,let vs goe forth 
| to meet him:He ſtands at thedoore,and knocks,letvs 
4 ariſe and open ſpecdily td our beloued , to day while 
iris called to day,let vs heare his voice , let vs not pur 
_offour time, as Felix did St Paul, goe for this preſent 
time,& whe I haue 4 convenient laſure I will heare thee, 
as if the time preſent were notthe fitteſt. Let vs not. 
ſtifle the checks of our conſciences,or ſay,as Feſt to 
Non quzrit 1g7ippa,to morrow thaw ſhalt heare him, t All procra- 
Deus dilatio- ſtinations inthis caſe are dangerous : Let vs therefore 


—_— o take hold of faluation, whilſt occaſion {erues vs. If we 


confeſiznem {ut our our welbeloued he will be gone. Therefore 
in genic Jet our hearts euen melt within vs, whilſt he ſpeakes to 
Columbin®. \,c in his word;if we anſwer not when he calls vs,then 
ſhall we call and he will not anſwer. The Storke and 
the Crane,and the Swallow inthe ayre know their ſea- 
ſons and obſerue their appointed times, how much 
more ſhould man,eſpecially ſince times & moments, 
how long we ſhall enioy them, are not inour owne 
power, butinthe power of God. TheAngell inthe Re- 
velation{wore by him, that liueth foreucr , that time 


{hould be no moxre,the time paſt canngucr be recalled, 
| la 
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let vs therefore take the preſent time: Forthe time 


paſt was and is not,the time preſenris,burt ſhall not be, 
and of the future wee can promiſe to our ſelues no 
fruition. Butalas ſuch is our blindneſle, ſuch an obdu- 
rationis growne over our hearts, that wee ynderſtand 
theſe things, but feelethem notzwee haue them ſ[wim- 
ming in our minds, but imbrace them not in our atf- 
feions. The beſt of vs may take vp that complaint 
of Saint Anenſtine, * whoaverred of himſelte, that 
his deſires were better then his praCtiſe,our vowesare 
in heauen, but our hearts on earth, our defires are to- 
wards our home, but our endeavours flagge in the 
way, and we faint inour 1ourney: wee haue heavenly 
hopes; but earthly affe&ions; wee all couer after hap- 
pineſſe, but wee would take no paines for it ; vee 
would enioy Chriſt in his benefits, but wee refule to 
partake with him in his ſufferings ; volnmus aſſequz 
Chriſtum, ſed non ſequi, wee would ſhare willingly 
with our Savionr in his Crowne, but not in his com- 
bat, nay oftentimes weeinſtance God for ſach graces 
as weare loath to obtaine: like Saint Auguſtine, who 
prayed for continency with a proviſo, Lord giue me 
continency bur rot yet; nay fuch is our intolerable 
ſinfulneſle, and pollution of heart, that at the tame 
inſtant, when our hands are liftvp to God forthe par- 
don of 01d finnes, our headsare working in the coh. 
triving of new; as Salvian hath it, dum verbs pratey. 
ita mala plangimn , Jens futura meditamur.Thus we 
draw nighto God with our lipps , when our hearts 
arefarre from him, our affeftions are buried in the 
rus, 


The 


things cfthis life. Excellent is that ſaying of Iſao 
E | 


Teneo in me- 
motia, {cribo 
in charta, ſed 
non habeoin 
vita, Aug. 


; MOVAL DOPE 


Regnum boc * The kingdome of heauen, faith hce, is ercrnall, bleſ- 
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lempircrnd ex 


mntpertd ſedcvcry way and promiſed to all men, but who is 


beauw eſt, there almoſt that ſpends one moment in the ſcrious 
ommbusÞ19* meditation of it? What man is there that ever talkes 
milfum, & ta- 4 : 5 E09%h 

men de lo £0 his wife, to his children, to his family of ſuch a 
akuminter Kingdome? Weecan riot inthe praiſes of our natiue 
= emp foile, but wee bluſhto ſpeake of, and are aſhamed to 
enimeſt quz COMMmend our true country , our everlaſting home. 
de hoccom- Tn ur dealings about the things of this like , ourvn- 
21207 HY derſtandings are ready enough to apprehend them, 


bers,rori hoc and Our hcarts to.cntcrtainethem , and our tongues 
_—_ neu to dilcourle of them, but in thingsthat belong to the 
fy neg EXCrnall ſalvation of our foules, how decpe 1s our (1. 


hgimus, rer- Icnce, how {low our ſpeech, how vnskilfull our cx. 


ram Non re+ preflions. & 
nncmus, Del 


favorem n»a Thus wee forſake heauen for theſe things which 

acquicinw- at laſt will forſake vs,and trifle out Our time inthings 

min £42 that willnot profirvs, How far are men now adaies 

; tromthar {weete reſolution of Saint Hierome? Let g- 

thers,{aith hee,liuc in their ſtatues, in theircoltly mo- 

numents: I had rather haue Sr Pax/s Coate with his 

heawenly graces, then the purple of Kings with their 
Kingdomes. _ om 

O that wee would looke thus lowly vpon our 

ſclues; weeare Chriſtians in proteſhion, O let vs bee 

{ach in practice : ſeeing that God hath made vs ſtew- 

ards of his treafures, let vs umproue them to the bc- 

acht of our brethren; hath God'giuen vs abundance 

of his bleflings? olet vsnot hide our talents in anap- 

xin;Ictvs ſend our good workes before vs iato Hea- 

VER: pauca aa,maximain celo recepturus : theſe lender 
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euifrs, which thou doeſt chearefully diſtribure in this i 
world, will procurethee an eternal! compenlation in a 
the world to come. Thar fivcete ſpeech of Saint John : 
is worth obſervation, bleſſed are thoſe that dye in the ; 
Lord, they reſt from their labours and their workes fol- | 
low them. When our deareſt friends,our tweeteſt plea- 
ſures, our moſt glorious titles of honour, the world 
it ſelte, yeaeven our lifeir ſelte ſhall glideaway like 
a river, and turne to duſt, then ſhall our good workes | p 
follow vs, nontranſeunt opera noſtra ({aith one). Sicwut ; 
tranſire videntur, ſed velut aternitatis ſemina iacinn- 
tar; © our good deeds die not with-vs, but they are N 
{owne in.carth and ſpring in heauen; they are an in- 
exhauſtible fountaine; har ſhall never bee dried yp- Ir 
a durable ſpring, that ſhall never faile. They are acts | 
of rime,ſhort. in their performance, yet eternall in 
their recompence; they build vp tor vs, through rhe K 
mercies of our God, an everlaſting foundation tor the ww 
time to come. R 
Loe then here wee haueſct before vs 41am ad reg- . 

»um, the way to our eternity; let vs goe on herein 

without intermiſſion; preſſe forward with violence 

and ſtrine to attaine the crowne.* Eternity 1s anabun- opulentia ni- 
dant treaſure, aneverlaſting wealth, bur it is not gi- mis mules" \, 
ven {aue tothem har ſecke itz yeathar ſeeke. it with "ſt verſe 
their whole hearrs.Certainty. did we'as truely know, yeranter '"* 
as wee ſhall one-day, yndonbredly teele rhe bitter quzra — 
fruite,that our luke-warme profeſſion, our groſſe ſtu- I at 
pidity, and vtter.neglect of our everlaſting. ſtate will Bemard, 
produce and procure vs.in the. end, all our thoughts :-.. 
and language, all our affe&ions and inclinations 

would be more eagerly imployed, and more __ 
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"+, EO ly excrciſed inthe purſuire of eternity.Oh how ſenſe. 

quod pecca- 1Ne are wee, how ſtupid in our ſelues, and wickedly 

- mus, amieri injurious to our owne wellfare, who fora ſmall 

 puberpece®” gaine , a fading pleaſure, a fugitive honour wound 

: tines, Our confciences, and hazard our ſoules, to ſtand as it 
were on the brinke of hell? 

The whole world promiſed for a reward cannot 
periwadevs to endure one momentary torment 1n 
fire: And yet inthe -accuſtomed courſe of our lives 
we dread not, wee quake not at everlaſting burnings. 
But © thou delitious and Cainty foule,who cheriſheſt 
thy ſelfeintheioy of thy heart, &the delight of thine 
eycs,whoſe belly is thy God, & the world thy Parra- 

\ dilc!0,bethinke thy ſelfe berimes,before that gloomy 
day,thar day of clouds and thicke darkneflc, that day 
of deſolation and contuſion approach , when all the 
inhabirants ofthe earth ſliall mourne and lament, and 
all faces '/as the Prophet Joel ſpeakes) ' ſhall gathey 
blackneſſe, becauſe thetime of their jndgement is 
come. Alas with what a doletull heart, and weeping 
eye, and drooping countenance, &trembling loynes 

wiltthou at thar laſt and great Afiſe looke vpon 

Fice, apertio © 71ſt Tefivs, when hee ſhall moſt glorioufly appeare 

librorum fci- With innumerable Angells in flaming fire, ro render 

cer con'ct- yengeance on them that know him not? Whatacold 

quibus mer3 GamPpec Will ſeize ypon thy ſoule, when thou ſhalt be. 

tz, &deme- hold him whom thou haſt allthy life long negleRed 

pats -j in his ordinance, deſpiſed in his members, reieted in 
ena bh his loue, when thou ſhalt ſee the judgement ſear, the 


noceſceat. + bookes opened,thy firines diſcouecred, yea all the ſe- 
| Cret. 
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cret counſells of thy heart. after a wonderfull man- 
ner manifeſted and laid open to the eye ofthe whole 
world? what horrour & perplexity ot ſpiritwill pol- 
{ſcſſetheeto view and behold bur the veryſolemni- 
ties and circumſtances, which accompany this Iudge- 
ment; when thou ſhalt ſce the heavens burne, the E- 
lements melt,the earth tremble, the ſea roare, the ſun 
turne into darkneſſe, and the moone inro blood? And 
now what ſhall be thy refuge, where ſhall be thy fuc- 
cour © ſhalt thou raigne, becauſe-thou cloatheſt rhy 
ſelfe in Cedar? ſhalt thou bee ſafe, becauſe with the 
Eagle thou haſt ſet thy neaſt onhig h?- -O: no, it is not 
now the greatneflc of thy ſtate, nor the abundance of 
thy wealth, nor the priviledge of thy-place, nor the 
eminency of thy worth, or wit or learning, that can 
availe thee ought , either to avoide thy doome, or 
prorogue thy judgement. All ſtates}and conditions 
of menarealike, when they appeare at this Barre. 
There the prince muſt lay downe. his crowne , and 
the Pcarc his Robes, & the iudge- his purple,and the 
Captaine his banner; All muſt promiſcuouſly attend 
ro glue intheir accounts and torecciue according to. 
tharthey hauedone, whether it bee good or whether 
it be evill, Here onearth great men and glorious in 
the eye of the world, ſo long 3s they can hold their 
haditations in the carth,. haue both. countenance to 
defend, and power xo prote&t'them-from the- iniuries 
gf the times: bur when the diltmall face of that rerri- 
ble day fl:all ſhew-ir ſelfe ,, then. ſhall they finde- no 
eyetopity, nor armeto helpe, nor palace to defend, 
nor rockes to ſhelter, nor Mountaines tocoverthem 
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infolent ſpirit, the moſtwvndaunted” ſoule,that now 
breathes vnder the cope of Heauten, who now feares 
not any: created-nature, noe, not God himſclfe, yet 
; when he ſhall 'heare that terrible ſound , Ariſe yee 
; dead\and'come toiudgement;how willhis heart even 
7 melt, and his bowells quiver'within him; when hee 
" thall haue his ſevere jtidge 'aboue him, -and hell be- 
1 neath him, and'his wormewithinhim, and fire round 
= about him.O then wholoever thou art, die vnto thy 
b finnesand vnto thy plealhres here ;\that thou maift 
” Sic tibi cave, Jie to God herafter;*' goe out'of thyſelfe;judge & con- 
ve caves te demne thine owne ſoule for thy finnes againſt God 
- inthis world; that ſo thou maiſt comfortably receiue 
thy ſentence of abſolution in the world to come. Let 
=__; vs leametube wife intime; letour ſorrow 'for ſinnc : 
anticipateand preverit our puniſhment, ſativs eſt & 
' ſuavinsfortepureari quam igne: Heethargrieues not 
heartily tor his tranſgreſhons here, ſhall wocfully 
in inferno ex- 1mart torthem hereafter, In hell there 1s no redemp. 
omologetts [10h for: the time'paſt; nog confeſſion, not epentarice, 
nonet,ncc buraſadiand heavy exchange and'moſt vncomforta- 
pzxnientia , y 6 Pig (4D 3 | 
tunc tribui ble'trayflation; from a ſhorr and paſſing 1oy, to an 
porch, con» -endlefle,cafeletſe puniſhment. The ſerions and adviſed 
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come, was the groand'ofthit ancient euſtome in the 
 Romane Charchyporthe conſecrition 'of their Bi- 

: ſhops, at whichrime theſe words wereTecited® with a | 

loud voice, Annes 4ternos in mente habe;i.e, remem- 
berthareternall yeare; thedare whereof will never 
1671 A | EXPITC, 


__— 


ry dre + £ % 7 


- ws @  w—_——Ce A... _ —_— _ 4 ——_—_— — ck 


\ of” Eternity, 5 or '29 


_ CE 


expire. So likewtfe when the Biſhop 'of *Rome 1s 
broughtro his pontificall chaire ; one goes before 
him, ſhaking a burning rorch and proclaiming! three 
times Pater ſantte, fic tranſit gloria mundi . Certainly 
it would worke ſomewhat towards the enliuening of 
- our drowfinefſe, & quickning vp of our dull ſecurity if 
wedidin the beginning & end'of all our vndertakings 
ſay within our {elnes, Annos eternes in mente habe;Re- 
member 6 my ſoule thoſe daies of darknefle which 
ſhall neuercloſe. For all the preſſures and vexing 
diſtempers,that befall vs in this life ;- all che crofles, 
which the envy either of 'met' or  evill Angells can 
throw vpon vs, are nothing, if compared to eternall 
miſeries . Saptent! nihil maguum wideri poteſf, 
cut aternitatss notaeſt maznitudo . What it with Saint 
Paul I vnderwent labours 8 perills, hunger & thirſt, 
iniuries and reproaches, what is all this roeternity®© 
What it I did beareurmy fleſhthe moſt exquiſite 
paines and bittereſt rormenrs,that. created nature is 
capable of, yet whar' were all this t9 eternity? For all 
the adverſjtics and alterations, which happen to vs 
vnder the ſunne, hauerheir periods, which they can. 
not paſſe: however they diſquier vs for the time, yet 
as the Prophet D ante! faith, the end ſhall bee at the ap- 
pointed time, God will pertorme that which he hath 
appointed for me ſaith 19b:yert v/4, ad tempus hec om- 
214 the end ſhall bearthe appointedtime. Bur of this 
eternity therewill be no end, no bounds can limit it, 
no timeſhall determine it. Certainly firſt or laſt,there 
will happen to thee ſuchan evening as ſnall haue no 
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Nos tales, 
qui mortis 
noſtrz ne- 
gotium [is 
dentes exe* 
qu imur, Greg. 


morning to tollow; or el{c ſuch a morning, as ſhall 
neycr tce the cloſe of the Sunne: And therefore ler 
notthe vamſhing cares and tran{itory diſquietings of 
this world over deepely poſlefle thy heart;bur rather 
let the whole ſtreame of thy meditations'rnnne vpon 
thy latter end; thar at the time of thy diflolution, 


(thy affeRtion being wholy alienated from the world) 


thy thoughts may aſcend before, whither thy ſoule is 


_ comming after:So ſhall thy ſufferings here,make way 


forthy crowne hereafter. 

But how few,0 how few I fay are there that weigh 
thelethings? How few doe make ittheir daily taske 
ro meditate on the eyjlls ro come? They credit not 
fuch reports; for they care notto beleeue what they 
are vnwilling to practiſe. Hence it is that they goe on 
io ſecurely in their courle,as if there were no heauen, 
no hell, no God, nocternity. Thus wee naturally de. 
fire, ourdaies ſhould be ashappy as they are longe, 
and being miſerably inſenſible of the forrowes to 
come, wee raſhly expoſe our ſelues to aa irrevoca- 
ble downefall, * Without ſenſe or ſorrow wee runne 
merrily to hell, where wee ſhall everlaſtingly teele 
what we did never feare, deathand darkneſſe, weeping 
and gnathing ofteeth. O how different are our times 
ftromthoſe of our Anceſtors ? They were not more 
gidly ſuperſtitious, then we are aucely {ecure. 

How did they pine their bodies and afflict their 
ſoules, crucify their moſt pretious luſts,forlake their 
tricads, their lands, their inheritance , yea their 


Crownes, and Kingdomes; nay which 1s more, 


through the rigid and auſteere obſeruation of their 


ſtrict 


a. 


[ | ITY o 1 —— —_— 
= PRI —_ t_—_—_ 


of Eternitie. h 41 


ſtrict and ſevere lawes expoſe themſclues to the ha: 

zard and danger of their deareſt liues, and thruſt 
chemſelues as it were out of the world, and forgoe all 

ſociety with men. And wherefore all this, bur that 

they might disburthenthemlclues the better by theſe 

mcancs from all earthly allurements, ſertle and dif. 

pole their hearts ina good preparation towards their 
home;and to cnliuen their aftetions, and inflame their 
mindes to a more ſerious contemplation of the ioyes 

to come? Mee thinkes the conſideration of theſe Br. 
mer times ſhould ſtrongly invite vs ro a more lerious 
meditation of our future ſtare, eipecially if wee re. 
member how {wiftly our daies draw toan end, and 
how ſoone we are inyolued into everlaſting dark. 
neſſe. For alas what is our life here,Tota hec vita wv 4 
ins horuls mors eſt, one houre at the laſt will ſwal. 
low vp all our liue-long daies. 

Let vs then nor feare being ſo neare our home; ler 
no ſtormes aftright vs being ſo neare our haven : Let 
VS.CXxamine our accounts and caſt vp our ſummes,that 
we may beable togive vp a good account at the laſt 
day. Certaine itis whatever we goe about; whatſoc- 
ver bethe ſcope of our endeavours; wee every day 
come nearerto the end of our courſe, every houre 1s 
a new ſtep onward. 

So ſoone as ever a man enters this mortall life, hee 
beginnes a conſtant iourney vnto death, quicquid 
temports vivitur de ſpatio vivendi tollitur: 4. e, Each 

part of time that wee paſle,cuts oft ſo much from our 

life, and the remainder ſtill decreaſeth z So that our 

whole life is nothing but a courſe or my 
f F Hy eat 
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death, wherein onecan neither ſtay nor flacke his 
pace. I his wee know; our daily experience doth con- 
firme thistruth: and yerdoe wee perfift as {ecurely as 
evcrinour trade of finne: eAffgre ab#rahimur ab ys 
quibus aſſueſcimus,z.e, weeare hardly drawne from 
thoſe things which cuſtome and time hath invred vs 
vnto. It is a grievous burthentoa licentious heart to 
be drawne off trom dainty fare, full cups,and good 
company. Wee lye as dead men and ſencelefſe in our 
damned pollutions,cven drowned in our voluptuoul- 
ncfle, like brute beaſts filled vpand pampered tor the 
day of flaughter. Thus with the full ſtreame of our 
indeauoursweplod on in the habituall courſeof 
tranſgrefling, without any ſenſe of our finne, vntill 
our ſhorrdates beginto ſhurin, and our evening ap. 
proach;at whichrime the weakneſſe of our bodies, 
andthe firength of our finnes make vs as vnable to 
repent,as wee were before vnwilling. Wee many 
times through the incitement of ſome good motion 
beginne well but faile in the execution;wee make faire 
promiſes, but wee doe not fecond them 1n our pra- 
ctite; butler vs not deceiue our clues, God willnort be 
mocked nox verbs penitentia azenda, ſed atFu: let vs 
nut promiſe God berter ob*2dience with our lippes 
then wee performe with our hearts. Bee not raſh to 
vow a thing before God, butwhen thy word hath paſt 
thy lips, thenbe as carcfull ro performe, as thou waſt 


torward bcfore to promile, 


Laſtly ler vs alwaics followrthat holy counſell gi- 
ven in Feeleſiaſticrs, In allthy ations thinke vpon thy 
intter exe, and thou ſhalt never doe amiſſe: and that of 
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tie Prophet Davzd, keepe innocency. and doe the thing 
We & rizht, for that ſhall bring a may peace at the laſt: 
peace with God, peace with men, and peace with our 
owne conſcience. Inthe world 'ſaich our Saviour ſhall 
yce hauc trouble, but in me yce ſhall haue peace. The 
world is our ſea, but Chriſt is our haven, the world is 
our warfare, but Chriſt is our reſt: The world is full _ 
of ſtormes, but Chriſt is our peace; in me you ſhall —- 
haue peace. Hence it was that theSaints of God alwaies S91es is cha- 


have takenexceeding ioy in their tribulation; becaule \q@gecu; le 
Chriſt was their comfort and peace : hee {weetned OF et, 8 
all cheir ſorrowes. Hence it was that Saint Angu/tine non amite 
ſo rcfolutely brake forth; Hic wre, hic ſeca, modo in © 
eternum parcas; he regarded not what preflures God 
| laid vpon him, Sohe vouchſafed him patience here 
and heaven hereafter, What ever we doe or can ſuffer 
in this life, the abundance of our eternall ioy hall in- 
finitely recompence the weight oft our forrowes: Our 
light affiiftions which are but for a moment: doc 
cauſe vnto vsa. farre more excellent and exceeding 
weight ofglory. Our combat here is ſhort , but our 
triumph eternall. And who would not endure a few 
croſles & windings in his way what he knowes they. 
will bring him to his journies end? Who would nor 
for a little ſeaſon expoſe himſelfe ro the mercy of the 
wauesto be toſſed on the ſea, when he is aſſured with 1mpoſlivile 
St Paul, to come ſafely tothe ſhore? brooke wo 
Beſides, wee muſt nor expect to eſtabliſh our hap- s Raby" 
pinefle hereandrto enioy our heaven hereafter. It 15-vr in czlo & 
1mpoſſiblea man ſhould flow in his delights in this '? on ene 
. world; and then drinke at the fountaine of everlaſting Sem 
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blifle in the world ro come. 


O then let-vs imbrace the conflit, that we may ob- 
taine the Crowne, Melioy eft modica amaritudo an 


fancibus,quam eternum tormentum inwVviſceribas: 1, e. 


a little gall inthe mouth isnor ſo painefull, as conti- 

ruall torments in the bowels . Farre better it 1s ro 
Summe vp -our reckonings here, then ro haue our 
debts vpon the ſcore hereafter, t farre better to vn- 
looſe our ſoules from the immoderate embrace- 
ments ofthecomforts of this world, and to endure 
the ſtraits and pinchings ofa more re{erued & home- 
ly courlc for fixty or ſeaventy yeares inthis lite, then 
to luffer but onc torment inthe litero come: farre 
better to be lightly afflicted here, then eternally tor- 
mented hereafter. 


Saint Chryſoſtome hath anexcellent expreſſion to 


this purpoſe: Suppoſe a man, faith he, much defiring 


flecpe, and in his perfe& mind,had an offer made him 
of one nights {weete reſt, vpon condition ro be pu. 
nithed a knnared yeares for it, would he accept(thinke 
you) of his fleepe vpon ſuch rearmes? Now looke 
what one nighrisro an hundred yeares, the ſame is 
the hte pxeſent, compared withthatto come . Nay 
looke what a dropot water is tothe ſea; the ſameand 
no more is athouſand yearesto eternity. Whothen 
ot {ound judgement, for the ſhort fruwuion of atrann- 
tOry contentment inthis life, would expolc himſclte 
tO the horror of eternall flames inthe lite ro come ? 
And therefore whiles wee haue our abode in this vale 
of mitery,we ſhould alwaies pray with Saint Bernard, 


4a aom:ne,vt ſic poſcideamnus temporalia,ut non perda-. 
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mis aterna,i.e. grant v$ Lordthat wee may to partake | 
of temporal] felicities, that wee may not looſe cter- 4 
nall. All things vader the Sunne haue their alteratt- : 
ons and changings, but things aboue are permanent, i 
and ofanenduring ſubſtance.0 1rnia e! ſalua ſunt, cuz - 
falva eft beata eternitas ; heethar can be [ecure, and 
ſure of the happineſſe ro come, builds vp bis houle 
vpon a firme foundation. How {mall a modell of 
time, how ſhort a periodis the longeſt life, when once h 
itis finiſhed? Recolle& with thy ſelte, faich Saint 
Anguſtine,cthe yeares that are paſſed from Adamstme 
vntill now; run overthe whole ſcripture, and the time p 
ſince the fall will ſeeme but as yeterday. For what : 
are the times paſt? If thou hadſt liued from Adams 
day till this houre; thou wouldft cafily haue judged, 
that this life hach no-perpetuity init, which flies away | 
{ſo ſwiftly. For whats the like of any man , ſuppole F 
the longeſt age? Itis burlike che morning dew, like 
the twinkling of an eye, inatrice it 15gone. I haue 
{ecneanend of a!l perfection faith David. Bur here 5 
Chriſtian, let me deale more plainely with thee; 
thou wilt readily acknowledge all things vnder the 
frame of Hcavenare periſhing , and heauen is thy 
thought, Eternity is thine ayme . Now it it bee 

ſo ,whyartrhouthen ſoul in thy courſe of holi- 
nefle, ſo frozen in thy zeale , ſo inclinable to 

every motion of fſinne, focalily overcome by euery 
incitement to wantonnefle, never more calme and vn- 
{caſonably parient,then whenthy affections ſhould be 
enflamed,and thy heart kindled with a 1uſt indignati- 

- 011n Gods cauſe: and. on the other de neuer more 

I Ip _ fretting 
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|  frerting,whining and vnquiet,then when thou ſhoul- 
deſt be mecke and patient , and cheerefully diſpoſed 
|  vnderthe burden of of aflictions ? How can it b* that 
we ſhould hauceternity inour mindes,and yet liue no 
l better in our manners? Now that we may the cater 
diſcerne the deceitfulnefle of our hearts hercin ; let vs 
» Examine our clues by the example of 1acob. This Pa- 
triarch Tacob (erued his vncle Laban ſeauen yeares for 
Rachel his daughter, and the greatneſſe of his affecti- 
I on towards her , made that time ſeeme bur as a few 
daycs.(to apply this:)Thouart a ſeruant as Jacob was, 
| but thou ſerues not ſucha Maſter as 7acob did , thou 
{crucs not man but God,thy maker and afaithfull rc- 
warderthoulerucs not for a wife, bur for a kingdom; 
not for anearthly contentation, but for an heauenly 
habitation: And yer behold the ſhort affiition of one 
day can eneruatethy loue,and vnlocke thy aftections 
trom Godand heauen: Every crofle accident ſtops 
thee inthy courſe, Euery little ſorrow diſquicts thy 
toule,and leſſens thy contentment, Behold here,mea- 
jure by the example of 7acob the ſtrength of thy loue: 
Jacob could icrue ſcauen yeares with chearetulneſle 
tor a wite, butthou canſt hardly ſeruethy God ſo ma- + 
ny dayes with a true afte&tion tor heauen: For reckon 
Vp all rhe nights rhou haſt ſpent in prayer , ſumme vp : 
a)! the dayes thatthou haſt worne our in religious Cx- 
ercilces,and canſtthouthentruly ſay ro God as 1acob 
Py didto his vncle, inthy ſeruice night and day haueI 
Wis macerated my body with heat and cold, and my fleep 
departed from mine eyes; twenty yeareshaue I labou- 
red 1nthy leruice: couldſtthoulay thus,and fay irtru- 


ly 
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ly,6 then what wouldhethe end of thy labour , what 
Z wouldthy rewardbe? not flocks and catte!], not the 
* daughtersof Laban, but God himſelfe would be thy 
® cxceeding greatreward, thy life and happineſle, Hee 
would be vntothee every thing that thy heart can 
dcfire orlong for, Thy ſoule ſhould owe, and even 


melt.in abundance of ſpirituall delights. 


But now take a little view of thine owne vileneſle, 


thy owne nakedneſle,thy verrer diſability roany thing 
that may betruly called good, Thy-hands are feeble 
to Gods worke, thy feeteare flow to Godstemple, 
thine eyes are ſcared or ſhut vp towards. heaven: Bur 
forthe workes of flcth and Sathan, thy heart is hor 
toenvy, thy minde prone to revenge, thy tongue vo- 
lublero blaſpheame, thy affe&tions even glued and in- 
corporared as it were into the fen{uall embracements; 


And is this to {crue God for heaven? ſhall the blcfled- * 


nefle of the Saznts, andthe glory of Angells, and the 
10y, and fruitionof God himſelf: bee powred forth 
vpon {uch workes as theſe? Doſt thou thus requitc 
thy maker. = 

O conſ{ider,confider I fay thy waies in time; labour 


to ſerue Godas Tacob did: labour to approue thy {clte 


as faithfullto Godas Iacob was to hisvnckle Laban: 
And ifthe weight of the labour diſcourace thee , or 
adverſity oppreflethee,: or proſperity {ſeduce thee , 

then lift vpthineeyes ro-heaven, as Tacos did tohis 
' Rachelt:Letheauenbethy loue, thy ſpoule, the de- 
light of thine eyes,the ioy of thy heart, Behold thy 


Kachell is faire, + heaven is both beautifull 


cs goe before whithertho!! 
 meaneſt 


and glorious:Lerthy dc 
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EQ dirigendus 
eſt ſpiritus 
quo aliquan- 


doch iturus, 


meaneſt to haſten after: fuffer for a ſeaſon thy lighr 
aſtiion,hauing an eye to the recompence of reward, 
yet and bur a little while, and thou ſhalt approach the 
haven,where thou ſhalt enioy ſo much the more hap- 
pineſſe,by how much the deeper thou haſt drunke in 
ſorrow;and by how much the more ardent thy affe- 
tions haue beene towards God ih this life, the more 


abundant ſhall thy reward be in thelife ro come; then 
ſhall thy crofles proue thy gaines, and that well- 
ſpring of toy which ſhall ever riſe in thy heart , ſhall 
{wallow vp all thy ſorrowes. 
CHAP. II. 
Shewing that theye ts no other way nor poſiible meanes 
to attaine to thetrue eternity, but by a confident 
af fiance vpon the mercy of God 
in Chriſt, 
Vch and ſo deplorable is the condition of every 
man conſidered in his corrupted and degenera- 
ted ſtate, that albeithe bee able by that ſmall 
{parke of naturall i{lumination, which is left in his 
mind to {ee as ina glaſſe darkely and obſcurcly an e. 
ternity to Come; yet is hee vtterly ignorant of the 
true way therevnto, neither hath he any poſſibility in 
nature to finde it our:Hee 1s inno better ſtate thenthe 
poore crceple atthe poole of *Betheſda, who ſaw the 
waters that could heale him before his eyes, but 
tound no meanesto helpe him into them. For that 
lound and perfect knowledge of the true way, which 
man was adorned within his firſt creation, is whole- 
ly 
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ly loſt & extinguiſhed inhim,he is now a meere ſr an- 
ger from the life of God, Eph. 4. 18. dead in Treſpaſſes 
aud ſinnes,Eph.1. 2.reprobate to every good worke. Tit. 
I.16.his very minde # defiled, Tit. 1.15. his wiſdomes | 
death,Rom.8.6.* Heisno more able of himlelfe to _ eg 
lead a holy life, acceptable to God, thena dead man is af! ex co | 
to performe the actions of one that is aliue. Being 990d iple do- 
thus diſrobed of all ſpirituall endowments and ſauing 
grace , how ſhall hee attainetothat toyfull Ererniry, 

which his ſoulefas I haue ſaid) may long for, but can 

no way reach ? Certainely there 1s no lightto lead 

him,burt that * light of the world ; no way for him to Si Chiiſtum 
rake to,but that zew & lining way even him,who hath Er 
ſtiled himſelfe,che way the truth, and the life,no rocke more in 
to cleaueto, but this ſtrong foundation; no name vnder tchabes, Aifty 
heauen to be ſaued by,butthis , enen this alone, 7eſwee 
Chriſt,yefterday and to day,and the ſame forener. Hee, 

and he alone is the onely ſure , cifectuall, infallible 

meanes of our ſaluation : Hee alone is thetrue High 

Prieſt, who was once ofteredto take away finnes , and 

after that entred into the true ſan&uary, the very Hea- 

ven,to appeare inthe ſight of God torvs, where hee 5 

able erfi&h to ſaue them, which come vnto Godby him, 

ſeeing he ener lineth to make interceſion for them. Heb, 

7.26, Healone is the ground of our hope,the crowne 

of our glory,and the ſtrength of our confidence. * It's Oculumruum 
he alone, who by the ſweerinfluence of hisgrace,and Janne 200 


-#: **%2 cxcludir cor 
by the ſecret working of his ſpirit, can (whenhe will) cauſum,nec 


. anddoth ( when heepleaſe ) ſubdue and bring vnder Panummam 


repellit duri- 


the moſt obdurate gaineſaying , and rebellious heart, ;;q pominum, 


toa cheeretull, willing, & ready obedience to his hea- 4ug. 
| G venly 
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venly will. O the infinize & in expreſlible renderneſle 
of our louing Saujour towards vs! Whenwe, like 
thcepe, had gone aſtray,his mercy reduced vs: When 
welay wallowing inour blood, his pitty retrefhe vs: 
When we were dead in our finnes,his death did reuiue 
vs. and here we may truely faywith David, his mercy 
reacheth tothe heauens, From the heauens camethe 
price ofour redemption. We were not , neither could 
weberedeemed by the blood of bulls and goars , by 
thouſands of rivers ot oyle,by the cattlethar are vpon 
athouſand mountaines. It was not the treaſures of the 
world,the power of men or Angels could purchaſe 
this freedome,nothing could cleanſe vs,but the blood 
of the Lambe: He was that fountaine, opened for fine 
and for vncleanefſe; He was that Sonne of righteon (nes, 
that came with healing in his wings. His were the 
wounds,that healed our forcs; his was the backe,thar 
bare our ſorrowes. his- was the price, that quit our 
| Skores;he aſſumed our fteſhto redeeme vs here,and he 
raignes asa king to crowne vs hereafter. Now what 
remaines atrer all this to be done on our parts * Let 
vs reſt on this Anchox,let vs fly to this hold, and build 
on this fownaarion: For no other foundation can any mann 
iay, then that which is laid, Teſs Chriſt, Ler vs caſt 
our ſoules into the armes of ourSaviouy : 1n brachys 
Salvatoris met & vivere volo et mori cupio , faith S. 
Bernard : O let this bee our defire : Now thegatc is 
open, let vsnotdeterre the time of entrance; Now is 
theacceptabletime , let vs not proctraſtinate the ſea- 
ton: Now heoffers his mercy, he ſhewes his long ſuf. 
terance , lct vs not turne his grace into wantonneſſe, 
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ket vs follow the counſell of the ſonne of Sirach : Ec- 

clus the 5. Make no long tarrying to turne to the Loy?, 

and put not off from day to day: For ſuddainly ſhall 
the wrath of the Lord bhreake forth, and in thy {ecuri- 

ty thou ſhalt bee deftroyed , and thou ſhalt periſhin 

t1me of vengeance. But alas farre orherFife ir is with 

vs in our pradtile:* A greatportion of our timeis Mzna pare 
crumbled away 1n doing il}, agreater part in doing no- =o pn" 
thing, and our whole lite in doing thar, which wee bns,maxima 
{hould not,or in matters (as we ſay ) vpon the by. And — 
as Archimedef was ſecure and buſie about drawing agentibus. 
lines on the ground when Syracaſe was taken; ſo is it 

with vs. Now that our eternall lafety lajes ar ſtake, 

welye puzling inour duſt,l meane,in our worldly ne- . 
gotiations: But for our eternity ſhortly approaching, 

we {eldomeor rarely thinke of it. Weare like Mar- 
tha,troubled about many things , when one thing is 

neceſſary: Butthis onething 1s that, which of all other 

things is leaſt regarded , and inthe laſt place. Wee ſel- , 
dome ſeek heauen,;till death doth ſummonys to leaue 4 
the earth : wee haue many euafions togull our owne | 
hearts,many excules to procraſtinate our repentance; 
like Donyſs us, the Scicrlian king, whoto excule him. 
{clfe tor the preſent deliuery of the golden garment, 
which he tooke from his God Apollo, aniwered that 
ſucha robe as thar was,could not bee at any feafon of Y 
the yeare vicfullro his God: it would nor keepe him, [ 
warmeinthe winter, 8& it was too heauy for the ſum- 
mer: So many there be , ſaith S. Ambroſe , who play 

with Godand with rheir owne ſoule. You muſt not 

(ay they) ſecke for the vigour and life of religion Ka 
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' the hearts of young men; For youth, as the prouerbe 
1s,muſt haue his ſwinge: Neither can you expectitin 
the company of the aged: forthcir age , andthole diſ- 
tempers,whichaccompany ir, make thema burden ro 
themſelues and dulls the edge of their intentions vnto 
all their {crious vnderſtandings. Thus both the ſum- 
mer andthe winter of our age are vnfit for Gods ſcr- 
vice. Bur ler vs not thus cheare our ſclues. If God bee 
God,lct vs follow him ; let vs nor put off the day of 
reconciliation , and ſay in our hearts ro morrow wee 
will docir,when yerwe cannot tell, what ſhall bee ro 
morrow:tor whatis our lite * It 1s even avapour,that 
appearcs for a little time and afterwards vaniſheth a- 
way. Hence it was that <Macedonizs , being inuited a 
day before co a feaſt, repliedro the meſſenger, why 
doth thy Maſter inuite me for tro morrow , whereas 
tor this many yeares I haue not promiſed to my ſelfe 
one daics lite? Nemo mortem ſatis cavet,niſt qui ſemper 
cavet.4,e. No man dreads death as he ought , but hee 

that alwaics expects his ſummons ; and theretore wee 
may truly iudge ſuch men wofully ſecure,and wilfull 

/ contemners of the future good, who can goc to their 

beds.and reſt on their pillowes1n the apprehenſion of 
their knowne finnes, without aparticular humiliation 
for them. For how oft dotha. ſuddain 8 vnexpected 
death arreſtmen? Welſee and knowe in our dayly ex- _ 
perience,many lay themtelues toflcepe-in health and 
lafery,yetare found deadin the morning. Thus fud- 
dainly are they wrapt from their quietrepoſe to their 
trrecouerable iudgement , perchance from their fea- 
thers'to flames of fire; ſuchisthe frayle condition of 
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our brittle lives, within the ſmall particle ofan houre, 
liueand ficken, and dye: yet ſo grofle is our blind- 
nefle, that from one day to another , nay from one 
yeareto another, wee triflingly put off the reforma- 
tion of our liues, vnti)l our laſt hourecreepes on vs 
vnlookt for,and dragges vs tocternity. I 
Saint Auguſtine ſtriuing with all his endeavours 
againſt the backwardneſfle and {lownefſe of his owne 
heart to turneto the Lord, bitterly complained witlt- 
in himſelfe, @uamadin, quamadin,cras,cras? Dnare non 
hac hora finis turpitudins mea? Howlong {faith he) 
© bow long ſhall} I delude my ſoule with ro mor- 
rowes repentance? Why thould not this hourerer. 
minate my finfulneffe? Wee are every minute at the 
brinke of death, and every houre, that wee paſſe 
through, might proue (for ought we know) the even- 
ing of our whole life, and the very cloſe of our mor- 
tality. Now if it ſhould pleaſe God to take away 
our ſoules from vs this night, (as ſuddenly falls our 
to ſome) what would then become of vs? In what E- 
rernity ſhould wee be found? Whether ameneſt the 
damned, or the bleſſed ? Happy were it for vs, it wee 
were bur as carefull for the welfare of our ſoules, as 
wee are curious for the adorning of our bodies:it our 
clothes or faces doe contra® any blot or foiling, wee 
preſently endeavour tocleanfe the fame : But though 
ourſoules lye inthralled inthe pollutions of {inne,this 
alas we feele nor; it neither provokes vs to ſhame, 
nor moues vs to ſorrow. Wherefore let vs looke 
mro-our hearts with a ſ{evearer eye: Letthe ſhortnefle 
of our daics ſtirre vs vpto the amendment of ourttn- 
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full lives; & let the houre,wherein we haue {1nned, be 
the beginning of our reformation , according to that 
of S* Ambroſe, agenaa eft penitentia, nou ſolum ſolicit? 
verum etiam mature,i.e. our repentance mult be, not 
only fincerc, buttimely alſo,whileſt wee haue the 
light, let vs walke as children of the light : Let vs nor 
any longer cheate our ſoulcs in ſtudying to invent ec- 
vaſtons or pretences for our ftnnes , but rather lay 0- 
pen our ſores, and leeke to thetrue Phyſztian, that can 
heale them. All thecreatures vnder the funne doe 
naturally intend _rheir owne prelervation and defire 
that happineſſe, which is agrecable totheir nature - 
onely manis negligent, and impiouſly carelefſe of 
his owne welfare. Wee ſce the Hart, when hee is ſtri- 
 kenand wounded, Tookes ſpeedily for a certaine 
hearbe,well knowne vnto him by a kinde of natu- 
rall inſtin&; and when he hath found it, applies it to 
the wound, The ſwallow, when her young ones are 
blind, knawes how toprocure them their {fight by 
the vie of her Celandine:Butweealas are wounded, 
"= {ceke for no remedy; weegoe cuſtomarily to our 
edds, to our tables, to our 200d company; but who 

| iS hethat obſerues his conſtant courſe of praier, of 
repentance; of hearty, and ſincere humiliation for his 
{1nnes? Wee goe forward till in our old way, and 
jogge on inthe ſame rode: Though our judgement 
haſten, hell threaten, death tand arthe doore, yer 
we thruſt onward ſtill; & 1» dulcem declinamus lumi- 
naſomnum: Bur alas miſerable {oules as we are, can 
weeembrace quiet reſts and vninterrupred fleepes 
with ſuch wounded conſciences? Can wee be ſo ſe- 
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cure, bcing ſo neare our time? | 

Bur you will ſay , wee haue paſſed already many 
mghts without danger; no ficknefle inthenight hath 
betalne vs hitherto , why then ſhould any teare of 
death amaze ortrouble vs? _ 

Admit all this , yea bee not too confident ; one 
houre may effectthat,which a thouſand yeares could 
not produce: and thinke with your (clues, whar a hit 
tle diſtance there is, berweene your ſoules and death: 
Let me aske the ſtrongeſt ofmen on carth, what cer. 
rainty of life: canſt thou promile thy ſelte, ſeeing rhat 
cicher a little bone in thy throat -may choake rnce, or 
a tile from thy houſe may braine thee, or fome ma- 
lignant ayre may poyſon thee, and then where art 
thou? Thereare athouſand waies, whereby fuddain- 
ly a man may come to his end; and certaine it 15 thar; 
Mors illa maxime improviſa eſt, enius wita precedens 
non fuit provida, i.e. thardearh is the fuddaineft, 
which is not vſhered in witha foregoing preparation. 
Itts therefore a ſ{peciall point of wildome to thinke 
every day our laſt, yea toaccount every houre the 
period of our liues. For looke how many ores there 
are inthe body, fo many windowes are there to let 
in death: yea we carry our deaths continually about 
vS1n our adam and who can promiſe himſelte his 
life till the evening? Hath not our owne experience 
ſhownevs many, whoſe fleepes in their beds haue 
proucd fleepes vnto dearth ; wh 
from their chambers to their graue ? Death dorh not 
2{waies ſend forth her harbingers to giue notice of 
her comming; thee often preflſerh in vnlookr for, and 
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ſuddainly attached the vnaprovided ioule. Watch 
therefore, becauſe yee know neither the day, nor. the 
houre- worke whileſt yee haue the day; for the night 
comes,wherein no man can worke-: looke towards 
thy evening; and caſt thy thoughts vpon that long E- 


Qualis quiſq; ternity; Death firſt orlaſt will apprehend thee: expect 


in hac vita 
moriru?, ralir 
in dic novifl 


my zudicabi- 


ittherefore atevery turne,and of this afſurethy lelte, 
as dearth leaueth thee,ſo ſhall iundgement finde thee. 
How improvidently ſecure thenare thoſe, who ſer vp 
cheirreſt inthe comforts of this life, and overly-re- 
gard theireternall welfare? This is the generall care- 
lcſnefle of our times. ' 
If a man haue_ a perpetuity but of fiue ſhillings 
Pauly rent, whattravell and paines and {weat, what 
eating of his braine and exhauſting of his treaſure 
will he runne through, before he will looſe one dram 
of his right? Yetour eternall inheritance is caſt be. 
hind vs, and vnderyghued as a trifle, not worth the 
{eeking; and this ſhewes our ſmall loue toour home: 
tor wee little cſteeme of that, which wee take ſmall 
paines for . All other things which conduce to our 
temporall well being, wee ſecke with circumſpecti- 
on, andenioy them with content;but matters of Erer- 
nity, wee conceiue of, asthings farre diſtant from vs, 
wee icarcely entertainethem in our thoughts, Wee 
buſy nor our ynderſtandings in the fearch of thoſe 
things which we ſee not: things preſent, and obvious 
to our {ightdoebeſt affect vs; wee are ill-ſighted vp- 
ward, weake and dimme eyes haue wee towards hea. 
Ven. 


Thetruth of this appeares even in-children, who 
/ preſently 
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| preſently even from the cradle, drinke in the rudt- 
ments of vicezthey learne to {weare, riot, drinke and . 
the like enormities' with the {ſmalleſt reaching ; bur 
they are vtterly indiſpoſed to any vertuous inclinati. 
ons. They foone apprehend what belongs to the cu- 
riofity of! behaviour, and deportment of the body, 8 
the faſhions of the times;Hoc arſcunt omnes ante Alpha 
e& Betapuellt, but for Heaven and that Erernity, they 
are wholly averſe from it, they are vtterly vncapable 
ot the things aboue; they carry about them, as the 1t- 
very of their firſt parents, nor only anindilpolition, 
but a very oppoſition to goodneſle: And whereas for 
other imployments and vndertakings, they haue cer. 

| taine naturall notions in them, bending their intent. 
ons to naturall workes, ſome one way and ſome ano- 
ther, yetthey haue notſo much as a naturall appre- 
henfion of the things of God. * Thus itis with chil. uu 6. 
dren , andthus it 15 with all men, Ccvcen thoſe of the gratia, prxrer 
ripeſt, and moſt peircing vnderſtanding , vntill the carnem nihil 
I:ght of Gods ſpirit hath (hined on their hearts and pupae F 
powertully wrought ſome ſpirituall, holy diſpoſiti. * 
ons in them. The natural! maz ((aith the Apoſtle) nei- 
ther doth, nor can diſcerne thethings that are of God, 
O how infinitely-miſerable and deplorable ts his 
tate, who hauing neither knowledge of the true life, 
nor poſſibility of himſelfeto finde it out: * yet runnes (,,, ., ug 
on {ccurely in his damned way, vntill he fall woeful- a parria exul- 
ly and irrevocably tmtorhe pit, where hee will not 212 vi3+ 
haue, (no Lge {46 hee hath vncomfortably worne 
out millions of yeares) theleaſt intermiſſion of ſor- 
row, or drop of comfort, or hope of pardon? Here 

ON 
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on earth malefators con demned to dye, hauethis : 
* ' comfort (though wretched ) thatone houfe com- 
\ monly terminates all their griefes in this lite: Bur the 
j. torments of the damned are not concluded inan age; 
' + nay the end and period of ten thouſand yeares will 
= - * notendtheir ſorrowe: And this is it which addes 
moreto their ſufferin?s, eventheir vahappy know- 
ledge of the perpetuiry of them, they haue ' not fo 
much as any hope of releaſementr. - 
Hope in this life hath ſuch a power in it, that it can 
yeeld ſome comfort inthe middeſt of trouble; The 
ficke man,whileſt his ſoule is in him, he hath hope, 
\ but after this life ,, this ſmall refreſhment is denied 
the damned, all their hope is turned into deſperation. > | 
" ThePropher Darell,cap. 4. 14. heard the voice 
IL | of an holy one, crying, hew downe thetree, ana cut 
aff his branches, ſhake of his leaues, andſcatter hi frun, h 
JH neuertheleſſeleaue the ſtumpe of his roote inthe earth. 
Thus itis with men in this world faith Ambroſe, their 
leaues and their owers are ſhaken; their delights are 
taken from them; but the rootes remaine, and their 
hope is not aboliſhed. Burit is not ſoin hell-(faich he) 
; There both flower and ſtumpe; nay and even ail hope 
| too, are baniſhed away from them. 1] he day of the 
Loerd,jaith the Prophet Malachy, ſhall burnethem vp, 
and leaue them neuther roote nor branch. The very 
4 


LE s.....— 4 


by = by . >  _ ——- > 


hope, faith Sel9mon,of the wicked ſhall periſh; what 
ſhould this reach vs, but whileſt our hope remainesro 
1mpron- our few daiesto our beſt adyantage,to make 3 
ſfraighter paths to our ſchnes, to abridge our inordi- 
| nate appetites in ſome meaſure of thejr vaine 8 fruit- 
? lefie 
&-- ; 


——_—_—— 
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lefſe ioyes;and with all the power of our affections 
ſtriue to attaine that hauen, where no billow ſhall at- 
fright vs, no ſtormes aſtoniſhvs, no perills indanger 
vs? Thenſhall our diflolution proue our gaine, and 
our death our glory: if otherwiſe wee perliſt wiltully 
inthe paths of our voluptuouſneſle, and ſolace our 
{clues inthe vainetoyes of our owne hearts, and in 
the ſight of our eyes; certainly it will be hitternefle in 
the latter end. * Allour earthly delights will glide a- 
way like a ſwift river : The rezoycing of the wicked tis 5;;1,au, %. 
ſhort faith 79b, and the toy of a ſinner 15 but for a mo- cupar, 
ment. Though his excellency mount. vp to the hea- 

ven, and his head reach vnto the cloudes, yet ſhall he 

| periſh for ever like his dongue, but the righteous is 

| like a ſtrong mountaine and he ſhall bcc had in ever- 

laſting remembrance. 

Whereforeto draw to a concluſion,iuſt occaſion 

mighr here be taken for deploring the negligence,and 

vahappy condition of our times. Where arethere a- 

ny that take into theirthoughts the due confiderati- 

| on of the time to come? Where ſhall wee finde any 


truly provident for immortality? $:c plerig, vivims, 
ac (1 fabula eſiet omnis eternitas, wee 1oliue as though 
wee concciued of Eternity , but asof a fable, or a 
dreame; the {weeteallurements of {in doe lo ſtrange. 
ly begwle many, that by gentle degrees they oblite- 
rateandextinguiſh in them all loueof vertue, and the 
very inclinations themſcluesto any thing, that may 
| berruly tearmed good. 

But ler vs no longer delude our {clues by fancying 
| a perpetuity onearth, behold che judge ſtands before 
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Memeuto & the doore: t The ſtrongeſtholds in theWorld will not 
et quod tota O 


dolcarzreca; ÞE able to detaine vs one minute, when God ſhall be 

bo -plealed to callfor our ſoules:andtherefore! let vs be- 
nte oculos { _ Ut: : 

GE paibes fore all things haue continually in our fight the laſt 


habeamusd:- day: and ler vs every moment feare the puniſhments 


em viewuw, of erernall paincs, ' 
& momentis 


Gngulis fup | 
Þ34C42 UMmeca- CHAP. IM: 


mus dolorum 


\zrervaram, = Certaine concluſions drawne from the ſerious and 


devoute conſideration of Eternity, 


The firſt concluſion. = 
F they,who runneon in any notorious finne,aid 
butrightly weigh how faſt they goe towards the 
%Y Eternity of terments, (ſince that by the leaſt com- 
Confefto de- mand Or ſtroke of God, they may bee vnavoidably 
mumſcelere,. hurFd ro death and deftrution: ) Certainely they 


£13 magni- 


05 tA would not for all the kingdomes in Europe, forallthe 


wr...  trealuresof Aſa, nay not for the whole world , de- 


terre their repentance one houre ; much lefſe would 

they goe {o confidently to their beds, withour feare 

or horror, being ſo.neare the pits brinke; and lying 

* intheJanger of fogreat a finne, For what would 

it profta man, to winne the whole world, and- looſe 

11s ſoule? wherefore whoeuer thou art Nulli parcas vt 

Omnia 6 pere fl; hs 

dz animm {017 pareas anime, * whatever become of all other 

lervare me» things, yet hauea fpeciall care for the ſalvation of thy 
Ent. prettous ſoule. "7 


The ſecond concluſion. 


- The greateſt part of men doe nor belicue this Eter- 
nity; which ſhall vndoubredly follow cither in Hea- 


VER 


—_ 
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ven, or Hell to all; For were. they affured of that 

truth, they would ſhew more evident proofe thereor 

inthe reformation oftheir liues. Some indeede wall 

ſeeme to credit it in their words, but deny it intheir 

actions. Their apprehenſions and conceits may per- 

chance ſometimes glance at it, vpon ſomechccke of 
conſcience, it being as a thorne intheir ſides, and a 
mountaine inthceir way towards their carthly con- 
tentment; but they are ſoone taken off. Such thoughts 

haue no rooting inthe ground of their hearts, but are 

ſuddenly choaked by foie. intervemient tmploy- 

ments: they are commonly npt in their very bud, and 

killed in their birth; So that they neuer cometo any 
iſſue. Thus many there are,who t runne headlong and #446 ape" 
blindfold to their long home, like the rich glutron in 7 0ju tae 


the Goſpell, which never began to open his eyes and nunquamex-. 


looke vpwards, till hewasin torment: All the while 2*** 
he lived oncarth, his eyes wete ſhut vp, and when it 
wastoo late, namely when he was throwne to hell, 
then began he to looke vpward and about him': And 
certainely it is no marvaile,this rich glutton, and ma- 
ny more like him, haſtenthus vnhappily ro their vn- 
evitahle downefall. 

For they goe onin apleaſing and caly way . And 
t they are never ſenſible that they are out of the way, ,,,:. mms 
tillrhey arriue art the end of their journey. All mile- erarſedingi. 
ry lies 1n the cloſe of the day, For out of the pit is no Nez. 1, 
redemption: when once the ſoule is ſplit vpon this fc (ee dif 


A . Tag er, led diſpt, - 
rocke, irgiues to the world his everlaſting farewell, cer &tercer 


xccording tothat of 1ob.cap.7.9. 45 the cloud vaniſh- viz terminus, 


eh and goeth away; ſo he that goes downe to the graue, 
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[ ſhall come 1p no more, hee ſhall returne no moreto his 
/ houſe, neither ſhall his place know him any more, 
Hi . Thethird concluſion. | 
Whoſocuer ſhall deſcend into himſelfe, and take 
a ſtrict and ſerious view of this © eternity, certainly 
the meditationthereot ſoundly digeſted,cannor bur 
terminate his defires roa moderateand ſparing fruit. 
tion, even of lawtullcontentments. 

T his will imbitter his carnall mirth , take off the 
edge from his {weeteſt delights, and at length make 
him ſay with Salomon, I ſaid of laughter thou - art 
madde, and of joy what doeſt thou? 

[tis recorded of LaJarw, thatafter his reſurrei- 

. on from the dead, he was never {eeneto laugh; The 
ſtreame of his afteRtions werenow turned into ano- 
| _ ther Channell, his thoughts were fixt in heaven, 
Xcecnis in. though his body was onearth, and therefore t hee 
hianci infafti- could not butflight temporallthings, when his heart 
= _— was bent towards eternall. Oh, thatwee could worke 
ci2.5 e, Bers, Our hearts & ſoules toa vehement thirſt after Chriſt, 
therruecternity! rhat wee could cleaue to that rocke 
with ſtedfaſtnefle, and with vnmoucable affections! 
For it Chriſt be ourend, our joy ſhall be endleffe,zul- 

lo fine regnabis cum Chriſto, ſi Chriſt us tibi finis. 

The fourth concluſion. 

The minde of man is ſomuch the more ſenſible of 
the evill preſent, by how much lefle it meditates on 
the good to come. For hethar lookes towards the re. 
ward,will vility the ſufferings. Saint A#ſtzn runs on 

 {weetely in his meditations vpon this ſubiet; Erer- 
nall labour, ſaithhe, is bur an equall ty i 
or 


Ou PE. 
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for an cternall reſt. But if thou ſhouldeſt endure this 


eternall labour,thou could never arriueat that cter- 


nall reſt: Therefore haththe mercy of God ordained 

thy ſorrowes to be temporall, that thy ioyes may bee 
eternall;and yer faith he, * who is there, thinkes on 1; @ cog. 
God as he ought? Such thoughts are irkeſome to vs; tativ Der ni- 


O O 


But for remporall vanities we thinke of them with de- 9 proturae 
factz lunrt co» 


light,and enioy them with contentment: Now, faith picauones 
be, looke in and aboutthy lelfe, fee where thou art; Ve" Aug. 


God hath his hooke in thy noſtrills, and can plucke 


Noli gaudere, 


thee vp when he pleaſcth: and rhough hee tuffer thee yrpyere, gui + 
(according to thy calculation) a long time, yet what 1s in ſua exvirar 


the longeſt timeof man to Gods eternity? Yea ©"# Mea 
though thou ſhouldeſt lengthen outthy daies to ma- hamum piſca- 
ny hundrerhs of yeares; yet ſtill thou art tranſitory "9 Age 
and expoſed to the common condition of all men, | 

Then fixe thy heart on Go4, and {o enioying that cter- | 

nity, thou ſhalt make thy ſelfeerernall;and be not dif- 

couraged for thy tribulations, and daily diſquietings 

in this world: for ſuch is Gods lone, ſuch. his abun- 

dant kindneſle towards his clect; that hee t corrects pes ren. 
rhem here, tothe end they might not bee condemned renis fzhci- 
with the world hereafter, boxt laborant quia fiazellan- 52s amarts 


y : _ _ eudine milcer 
tur vt fily ,mali exultant quia damnantur vt aliens; yr alia gazra- 


God ſparcth thoſe, who are aliens from grace, but wrfzhcirae, 


whom he chuſerh, he chaſtiſerh; Bee nor therefore (I gre Fare 


tay) caſt downe with any crofles whatſocuer,thar 
may befallrhee in this life; for the things thar are pre- 
ſent,arc temporall,butthethings to come are cter- 
nall. When we ſeethe friends of this world, the ea- 
ger embracers of the comforts ofthis life,vpon every 

fummons 


a] 
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Omnia rron- . . za 
Teuor, tola re: vnexpectedly tall into it. Certaine it is, + all things 


ſtar & non Palle away in this lite, only eternity hath no period: 
rrankbit #- Jet ys redceme the time, and worke while wee hauc 
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ſummons of death ſtriue to deferre, whar they cannor 
vtterly avoide, their corporalldiffolutions'; oh how 
great care, what indefatigabie diligence what-reſt- 
lefle endeavours ſhould we vie, tharwee might liue 
tor ever? Let vs againe, and againe, meditate on theſe 
things and with due care forcice eternity, before wee 


om . theday;forifwcenegle good duties here, we ſhall 


never regaine the like opportunity hereafter . This 
lite(ſaithNazzanzen)1s as it were our farreday or mar- 
ket day, letvs now buy what wce want , while the 
faire laſts. While we hauc time let vs doe good vnta 


Tu dorwis af men: * Happy'isthe man that fo liues here, that 


ſed rempus 


© > the remembrance of his well-ſpent life may yeeld 


* dormit, ſed him toy hereafter, For otherwiſe lewis hic negledtus, 


ambulat imo efrernum fit diſpendiumi.e. A ſmallnegleRtin the or- 
volar. Bene : . . . ! : 4 
illisqui fe. dEring ot ourtime in this world , will bee {econde 


vivunt, cur With an eternall lofle inthe world to come. 
vixille le vo. The fift concluſion. 


lunt cum mo- : | 
riendum erin Death is the ending our dates, not of our life. For 


faciancque ea When our day ſhall cloſe, avd our time ſhall beeno 


quem #t- \nore, then ſhall our death conduct vs to a lite, 
nitateconſti- 


cur: fecifle ſe WHNICh will laſt for all Ecernity: For we dye not here 
gaudebunt, tocye, butto liue for ever, Therefore the beſt guide 
And. of our lite 1sthe confideration of our death: and hee a- 
lone leads alite an{werableto his Chriſtian proteſh- 
on, who daily expects to leaue it. Me thinkes 'its 
ſtrange-men ſhould be fo induſtriouſly carcfull to a- 
, Voide theirdcath, and {ocarclefly improvident of the 


life 
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life tocome, whenas nothing makes death bad, but 
that eſtate which followes it + but the reaſon is, wee 
are ſpiritually blind and ſee not, nor know, in this 
our > the K Es that belong to our peace, wee haue 
naturally neither {1ght nor Reling of. the ioyes to 
come. But when God (hall enlighten the darkneflc of 
our mindes, and revealc his ſonne 1n vs when once 
the day dawneth,& that day-ftarreariſethin our hearts 
© then our death will be our joy, and the reioycing 
of our hearts, then ſhall wee infinitely  defire to bee 
diflolued and to be with Chriſt. Letvs therefore with 
vnwearied endeayours labour to bring - Chriſt home 
to our hearts, and to kcepe him there. Let vs-dye to 
our {clues and to our luſts here, that fo in the world 


rocome, we may everlaſtingly line vato Chriſt and 


in him. mol 
The ſixt concluſion. 1 (03; 

Now that we may hee the better incouraged to 
raiſe vpour indeavours tothe atrainement ofitis C- 
ternity ;Lervs inaword confider rhe abundant and 
the ever-flowing happineſſe-in the world to come; 
neither eyeharh {eenenoreare. hath heard,nor tongue 
can expreſlc the joyesthat God hath provided for the 
that loue him. Saint Auguftize beg ravithed with _ 
the deſire of this lifc, breakerh our with an inflamed ie -0n x 
affection, how great ſhallthar happindlebee , where cullum late- 
there caa be no vacleane thmg, where no good can bir bonum- 
be wanting; whereevery creature doth praite and ad- 
mire his Creator, whoisallinallthings. How great Premium vir- 
ſhallthat reward be, where the giver of werrue ſhall 1 crores 


bY | +* qui Virrutem 
be himſclfe, the xeward of verme : how.orcar ſhall dedir. 


| I . That 
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Ce 


that abundance be, where the author of all plenty, 


ſhall be vnro-me, lite and ſoule,and rayment, health, | 
W-- and peace, and honour, and all things; yearhe end 
. and complear obicct of all my deftres: For m his pre- 
4 


ſence, is the fulneſſe of joy,andat his right hand there 
| - is pleaſure for evermore. How great ſhallthar bleſ- | 
x | 


{ednefle be, where we thal) hauerhe Lordour debtor, 
who hath promiſed ro-reward our good deeds;where | 


wee {hall hauc the Lord for ourportion, who will be 4 
ro vs, {as he was to Abraham) our exceeding great 
reward * How great ſhall that light bee-, wherethe | 
Sunne ſhallno.more thine by.day, nor the moone by 


night; where God ſhallbe our light, and-rhe Zord: | 
our glory? How great ſhall that poſſeſhon be, where 
the heart ſhall poſkeſle whatſoever it ſhall deftre, and 
Eo} ſhall never be deprived of its poſſeſſions? Here will be 
tothe Saints an abundant, everlaſting, overflowing 
banquet; no griete can accompany it, no ſorrow ſuc. 
Quies wows ccede it. Here is toy without ſadneſle, reſt *withour 
nol #ppett labour, wealth withour lofſe, health without languor, 
; abundance without defect; lifewithout death, perpe- 
ruity without corruption. Here is the bearificall pre- 
tence of God, the company of Saints, the: ſociety of 
Angells. Here are pleaſures, which the mindes of the 
beholders can neverve wearied with ;. they alwaies 
{ee them, and yer alwaies reioyce to {ce them: Thiefe 
arethe flaggons of wine which comforted-vp David, 
whenhe cried out, according to the multitude of the 

| forrowes which I had inmy- heart thy- comforts 

haue refreſhed my ſoule: 1n clo eſt vita-vert vitals, 
In heaven, and only in beauen is the true life. For 


there. 
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there our memories ſhall live” in the joyful: recorda- 
tion ofall things paſt, our vnderſtandings fhall live 
in the knowledge of God; our wills ſhall live inthe 
fruition of all-excellencies thattheycanwiſh tor, all 
our ſenſes ſhall abound intheir ſeuerall delights. Here 
1s that white ſtone, which Saint 70h ſpeakes of, even 
2lory and immortality to them that overcome. Here 
15 that water of life which our Saviour ſpeakes of, 
whereof whoſoever drinkes ſhall never thirſt againe., 
Here is that river, the ſprings whereof make glad the 
heartcs of men: And how carneſtly are wee invited 
to theſc delights; come, buy wine and oyle without 
mony ? Heaven is at ſale,and thou maiſt buy it it thon Ceolum vens- 
_ wilt, and ſhrug not at the greatneſfle of the price, giue lc ct accmat 


butthy ſelfe ro God, and thou ſhalt hauc it; Ang = *xfues 


| | vile — propter preti) 

who would not abandon his honours, his pride, his magnitudine: 
credit, his friends, nay himſclte ? Who would not _—— 
ve willing to paſſe throughthe gates of Hell, and in- jy, aug, 
- dureinfernall rorments for aſeaſon, ſo he might bee 
certaine of ſo glorious and cternall an inheritance 
hereafter? Let all the divells in hell (Faith Saint Aw- 
ſtine) beſet me round, let taſtings macerate my bo- Bone Tefa 
dy; let ſorrowes opprefle my minde; let paines con- fa 
{ume my flcſh;let watchings dry me, or heat {corch re abijas, 
me,orcold freeze and contract me; let all theſe, and feciendo efh- 
what can come more, happen vnto mee, {o I may in- roodits 9 
joy my Sauiour. For how excellent ſhall the glory of nee. 
che iuſt be? how greattheir 1oy ,vheneuery face ſhall 

ſhine as the tunne, When or Saviour ſhall martiall the 

Saints inthcir diſtin& orders, and ſhall rendertoecye- 

ry one according to his workes? O were thy at- 
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tections rightly ſcrled on theſe heauenly manſions, 
how abiect & vaderneath thee wouldeſt rhou eſteeme 
thoſe things, which before thou ſerſt an high price 
vpoa* As he which .alcends an high mountaine , 

_ - when hecomethrotherop thereof, findesthe middle 
ſteppes low & beneath him, which ſeemed to be high 

_ to him while he ſtood in the bottrome ; ſohee which 
ſends his thoughts to heauen, however hee eſteemed 
ofthe vaniſhing pleaſures ofrhe world when his heart 
lay groucling on theearth below,now inthis his tran. 
icendency he ſees them vnder him8e vilihes the all in 
regard ofheauenly treaſures. Let vs therefore cheer- 

Quod 3li- tully follow thar adviſe of a Reverend Father : * Let 

guando per #5 . 

neceflitaem VS here willingly part with that for heauen, which we 
amncendam muſt firſt or laſt neceſſarily leaue vpon earth , and ler 
enprozrent allthe ſtrength of our ſtudies , andthe very height of 
ne tponte e& Our Endeauours bee ditpended for the attainment of 
diſtribuen- eternity, For certaine ir is howſoeuer wee liue here 
on | ke fecure peoyle of a ſecure age, and howeuer we la- 
viſh out the ſtrength and Rowre of our daies,as if wee 

ſhould neuer account for it;yert our iudgementis moſt 

J lure , and ſhall not bee avoided : The ſentence of the 
Iudge will be oneday moſt afſuredly publiſhed , and 

ſhall not be revoked: Wee muſt all appeare { {aish Saint 
Paul) beforethe indeement ſeat of Chriſt , that ewery one 
may receauethethings done in his body , according to 
that he hath en ades it be good or bad, Then hall 
our wickednefle be broughrtto light which now hes 
hid indarknefle. 7 ſaw the dead ( Rich S.lohn Rev.20. 

_ 12.)bothgreat and ſmall ſtand before God, and the books 
were openca and anyother booke was opened which is the 


booke 
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| < | booke of life,and the dead were indged of thoſe things 


which were written in the bookes , according to their 

workes, and whoſoeuer was not found written in the book 

of life was caſt into the lake of fire. Thus it is evident, 

every man ſhall give vp his account; euery ſoule ſhall 

firſt or laſt cometo his reckning: Multorum vocatio, 

paucorum electio,omnium retributis, many are called, 

tew choſen, but al rewarded accordins to their deeds. 

Oh then ct vs prepare our {clues to meer our God, 

let vs come before him with feare , and tremble at his 
iudgements. Feare not him ( faith our Sauiour ) who 

when he hath killed the body , can doe no more , but feare 

him,who can caſt both ſoule and body to hell; I ſay him 

feare. Oh how many of the Saints of God trembled Quories diem 
and quaked when they haue meditared vpon the Jaſt !"um cogno 
indgement. Hierome faith , as oft as Ithinke of that ES: 
day,how doth my whole body quake , and my heart Timeo Gehen 
withinme tremble? * Cyril faith, l am afraid of Hell, Pm TPpe 
becauſe the worme there dies nor , and the fre never 
goeth out : 1 horribly tremble ( ſaith Bernard ) ar the A demtibus 
recth of tharinfernall beaſt. Who will give to mine 2H _ 
cyes{ſaith he) a fountaine of teares,that by my wee- miſco, quis 
ping here , I may prevent weeping and gnaſhing of Cabiteculis 
reeth hereafter? Letrhe examples of thele Saints of "4s peo 
God ſtirrevp in our hearts the like affetions. Let it vr p:gvenium 
be the pitch of ourdefires, and the higheſt ſtraine of —_— 
all ourendeauours, to attaine thoſe heauTly manſions genium, 

| which our Saviour hath prouided for vs;and to avoid wmentane- 

| « thoſe endlefſe,caſelefſe fames which God hath pre- un cſt quod 
| parcd for the Diuell and his Angels. Who would cnt" 
22ine the purchaſe ofa ſhort and tranſient pleaſure, crucur.. 
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at ſo high a rate, as theheayy price of eternall fire * 
Beſides how ſhall our render bodies, which ſo ſhrinke 
at the prick ot a pin,or flame of a candle endure thoſe 
laſting preflures ? 
Who can dwell ( faith the Propher ) with eternall 
fire, who can abide with cucrlaſtivg burnings? Oh, let 
_ vs ſet before our eyes the judgement to come, and 
whatſocuer we finde our ſelues worthy to be condem. 
ned for,by the juſt Iudge atthatday.Let vs firſt con- 
demne our felues; for where mans conucrſion begins, 
there Gods diipleaſure maketh his period. Excellent 
precurrat bu- j5 that aduiſe of S.Gregory,weigh (faith he )and con{t- 
ethbtg dertheerrors of thy life while thy timec{crucs; Trema« 
Culpam tuam ble atthat ſtrict wa apo to. come while thou haſt 
(dum vac3t) health,lcaſt thou heare that bittcr ſentence ( Goe yee 
pela, & diſtry- 3 Nt 
Aionem faru- C7 ſed) goe forth againſtthee whea it 1s too late, Did 
ri wici(dum man knowe what time he ſhould leaue the world, hee 
_ _— might proportion his time,{ometo pleaſure, 8& ſoine 
; © repentance. But hee that hath promiſed pardon to 


Ceſlat vindi- 
Ra divina, fi 
converſio 


amaram ſen [ 
rentiam audi the penitent, hath not aſſured thefinner ofan houres 
Wert ok life. Since therefore we can neither preuent, nor fore- 
Jas, leedeath , let vs alwaies expcct.it, and prouide for it, 
Let vs dye to our finnes here, that wee may liue to 
Chriſt hereafter , andlet vs ſuffer with Chriſt in this 
world, that we may rcioyce. and raigne with him in 
the world tocome. Recuſat eſſe incorpor e,qui non vult 
odium ſuſtinere cum capite. When we depart this lite, 
we gocto ancternity, toancternity I ſay, which ſhall 


ncuerend,to an cternity que facit omne bonum infinite 
melius,et omne malum , infinite moleſtius , which ma- 
keth cucry goodactioninhnitely berter, and eucry c- 
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vi]l action-infinitely worſe. Oh the vnhappincſle and 
everlaſting woe of thoſe men, who preterre the ſmall 
and trifling things of this life , before the eternal! 
weight of glory hereafter: who to enioy the ſhorr 
comfort of a miſerable lite here, are content to looſe 
the preſence of Godand ſociety of Angells hereafter. 


A PRAYER. 


() Mercifull God thou that art theeternall truth, the- 
true charity , and lone eternity , (6 illuminate the 
blindneſſe of our underſtandings that the ſerious conſi- 
deration of our ſhort and tranſitory miſeries which wee 
runthrough in this life,may driue vs to amore feeling 
apprehenſion of thoſe eternall paines which abide ws in 
theworldto come Settle our. hearts w1pon the true 10y, 
zeach ws ſo topeſſeſſe theſe tranſient things, that we looſe 
not the enduring ſubſtance, (o to-lament our ſinnes.,that 
we may *ſcape the puniſhment,ſo to proceed in the way 
that we fayle not of our iournies end. Amen, Amen. 
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